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F R O N T  M A T T E R

WHAT THIS IS

A manuscript-grounded reference for positioning and listing this title. Every

recommendation is derived from the book itself, with chapter citations where relevant.

WHO IT IS FOR

The author publishing this title, and any editor or partner preparing its metadata.

HOW TO USE IT

Make your category and keyword decisions in Section 2. Paste the finalized strings from

the Copy-ready page into KDP and IngramSpark. Use the comps in Section 4 for ad

targeting and jacket copy. Fields awaiting your decision or live data are collected in

“Your Decisions and Data Gaps.”

Generated by Perivane v1.99 (c31a052) on August 1, 2026.

F R O N T  M A T T E R

LABEL MEANING WHAT YOU DO

PROPOSED A candidate the system generated, awaiting

validation against live market data.

Confirm or replace

once you have the

data.

PROPOSED · UNRESOLVED A proposed item whose live lookup

returned nothing (a comp with no price).

Treat as a placeholder;

verify manually.

PENDING CONFIRMATION A field that needs live market or external

data the manuscript cannot supply.

Supply the data, or

accept the proposed

value.

LEFT TO THE AUTHOR A decision only you can make. No data

resolves it (series name, sequel plans,

adaptation).

Decide.

NOT SPECIFIED IN THE MANUSCRIPT A true absence. The manuscript does not

contain this fact.

Add the fact if you

have it, or leave as

stated.

What this report is

Status legend
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F R O N T  M A T T E R

The decision set, up front. Pulled live from the body below. Make the calls here, find the depth in the sections.

RECOMMENDED KINDLE CATEGORIES

1. Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery,

Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Traditional
Detectives

2. Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery,

Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Women
Sleuths

3. Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery,

Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Cozy

KEYWORD STRINGS copy-ready in 2C →

spinster detective village whodunit clues

clergyman narrator parish country crime

golden age cozy english mystery

classic fair play puzzle solving

1920s british small town gossip

amateur sleuth women investigator

quaint rural manor house intrigue

TOP POSITIONING COMPS Section 4 →

The Murder of  Roger Ackroyd:
Hercule Poirot Mysteries, Book 4

Agatha Christie, Richard Armitage,

Audible Studios

The Sittaford Mystery

Agatha Christie, Hugh Fraser,

William Morrow Paperbacks

The Murder on the Links

Agatha Christie

F R O N T  M A T T E R

Every open item, collected from the body. Clear these and the document is finished.

PENDING CONFIRMATION

Best use Marketing Assets

Start here

Decisions the reader needs to consider
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

The book's identity for catalogs and retailers: the ISBNs, formats, prices, and edition

facts every distributor and store reads to list and sell the title.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Copy these facts into retailer and distributor forms exactly as printed. Anything chipped "left to the

author" needs your decision before launch; everything else is settled, so never retype it from memory.

1A BOOK FACTS

FIELD VALUE

Title The Murder at the Vicarage

Author Agatha Christie

Publisher Public Domain

Book type Fiction

Publication status Prepublication

Target audience Adult

ISBN Not yet assigned

Kindle ASIN Not yet assigned

Print ASIN Not yet assigned

Distribution channels Amazon, IngramSpark, Direct, Other

1. Publishing Metadata
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Work this section when you set the book up on KDP and IngramSpark: choose from the recommended

categories, paste the keyword boxes from the Copy-ready appendix, then come back after launch and

compare your real rank against the bands printed here.

2A Trade subject codes

These are the codes that classify the book everywhere except Amazon. IngramSpark,

Barnes & Noble, Google Play Books, Apple Books, Kobo, and library systems read them

to shelve and surface the title. BISAC is the North American trade standard; THEMA is

its international counterpart. Amazon ignores both and runs its own browse tree (see

2B), so these codes govern discovery across the rest of the market.

2A BISAC CODES

CODE SUBJECT RATIONALE

FIC022030 FICTION / Mystery &

Detective / Traditional

Foundational village whodunit with closed-circle suspects, reconstructed

timeline (fast clock Ch 2/5, forged note Ch 27), and drawing-room solution

Ch 30; the defining traditional-detective structure.

FIC022100 FICTION / Mystery &

Detective / Amateur

Sleuth

Miss Marple is an unofficial amateur observer who out-reasons the

professional police (Ch 9, 30), the core amateur-sleuth model.

FIC022040 FICTION / Mystery &

Detective / Women

Sleuths

The central detective is a woman, and the underestimated-older-woman-

bests-the-authorities dynamic drives the appeal (Ch 10, 27, 31).

FIC022070 FICTION / Mystery &

Detective / Cozy /

General

Genteel village setting, offstage violence, parish comedy, spinster sleuth

over cherry brandy (Ch 9) place it squarely in cozy.

FIC004000 FICTION / Classics Public-domain canonical Agatha Christie; the Classics shelf reaches readers

seeking established, vetted works.

2B THEMA CODES

CODE SUBJECT RATIONALE

FFC Classic crime and mystery

fiction

Public-domain canonical Christie; classic crime and mystery fiction

matches the Traditional Detectives BISAC primary.

2. Genre, Category & Classification
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CODE SUBJECT RATIONALE

FFS Crime and mystery: women

sleuths / detectives

Miss Marple is the woman sleuth; maps directly to the Women Sleuths

BISAC.

FFJ Crime and mystery: cosy

mystery

Village setting, offstage violence, parish comedy: a cosy mystery matching

the Cozy BISAC.

FFH Historical crime and mysteries Interwar English setting now reads as period crime, supporting historical-

mystery discovery internationally.

2B Amazon browse categories

Amazon does not use BISAC or THEMA; it runs its own browse tree, and the book lives

in three of them at once: Kindle, print, and Audible, each with its own competition. These

are the placements we recommend, with the market data behind each so the call is

evidence-led rather than a guess.

How to read these categories. Each category shows the overall Best Sellers Rank of the book

currently at #1 and the book at #10. Lower BSR means more sales. The #10 figure is your entry

bar, how strong a book needs to be to break into the visible top; the weaker that book (higher BSR

number), the easier the category is to crack. The #1 figure is the ceiling: what it takes to own the

category. A wide gap means a top-heavy category (reachable lower ranks even when #1 is locked

up); a narrow gap means the whole top is tightly contested. Compare against your own book's BSR

(Section 1).

77–100% of top sellers across the sampled categories are from named publishers; Kindle Unlimited share is unavailable

from the data source.

KINDLE CATEGORIES (KINDLE BROWSE TREE)

★  R E C O M M E N D E D Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Traditional

Detectives

~86,690 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 64  ·  #10 entry bar: 1,448
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~599/day  ·  #10 ~71/day
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★  R E C O M M E N D E D Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Women Sleuths

~14,258 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 93  ·  #10 entry bar: 350
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~472/day  ·  #10 ~215/day

★  R E C O M M E N D E D Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Cozy

~9,045 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 198  ·  #10 entry bar: 1,551
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~326/day  ·  #10 ~67/day

O P T I O N A L Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Amateur Sleuth

~6,358 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 32  ·  #10 entry bar: 960
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~849/day  ·  #10 ~100/day

O P T I O N A L Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Historical

~3,905 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 100  ·  #10 entry bar: 2,430
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~451/day  ·  #10 ~45/day

PRINT CATEGORIES (PRINT BROWSE TREE)

★  R E C O M M E N D E D Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Traditional Detectives

~70,050 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 761  ·  #10 entry bar: 4,462
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~89/day  ·  #10 ~25/day
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★  R E C O M M E N D E D Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Cozy

~27,670 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 3,643  ·  #10 entry bar: 20,795
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~29/day  ·  #10 ~4/day

★  R E C O M M E N D E D Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Women Sleuths

~12,663 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 158  ·  #10 entry bar: 1,481
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~249/day  ·  #10 ~55/day

O P T I O N A L Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > International Mystery & Crime

~46,627 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 1,938  ·  #10 entry bar: 4,631
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~46/day  ·  #10 ~24/day

O P T I O N A L Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Amateur Sleuths

~21,850 sales/mo across the top 30 flat

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

#1 ceiling: 761  ·  #10 entry bar: 1,814
Est. sales/day to hold: #1 ~89/day  ·  #10 ~48/day

AUDIBLE CATEGORIES (AUDIBLE BROWSE TREE)

Audible browse nodes aren't in our market-data source, so these are proposals without live volume/BSR. Confirm

placement in your Audible/ACX dashboard.

★  R E C O M M E N D E D Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Traditional Detectives

category volume pending

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

BSR band pending
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★  R E C O M M E N D E D Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Cozy

category volume pending

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

BSR band pending

★  R E C O M M E N D E D Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Women Sleuths

category volume pending

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

BSR band pending

O P T I O N A L Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Amateur Sleuths

category volume pending

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

BSR band pending

O P T I O N A L Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Historical

category volume pending

C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  B A N D  (OVERALL BSR AT CATEGORY RANK 1 / 10)

BSR band pending

Estimated sales per day come from a rank-to-sales curve calibrated against verified sales and market data, seasonally
adjusted for the current month; BSR counts KU borrows as sales. These read the rank at the time of analysis, so treat

them as a snapshot of pace, not a measured total.

2C Amazon keyword boxes

KDP gives you seven backend keyword boxes (up to 50 characters each) that shoppers

never see but Amazon's search engine uses to match your book to queries. Unlike

categories, they are free text, so the craft is phrasing them the way readers actually

search. We fill all seven by role.

BOX ROLE KEYWORD PHRASE CHARS WHY

1 Targeted-
descriptive
CONVERTER

spinster detective

village whodunit clues

41 High-intent for readers seeking an old-

lady village sleuth · Miss Marple counts

seven suspects Ch 9; solves via clues Ch

30
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BOX ROLE KEYWORD PHRASE CHARS WHY

2 Targeted-
descriptive
CONVERTER

clergyman narrator

parish country crime

39 Distinct hook of the vicar-narrated

parish mystery · Vicar narrates from Ch

1; parish setting throughout

3 Genre / topic-rich
REACH

golden age cozy english

mystery

31 Core genre bucket, accepts competition

4 Genre / topic-rich
REACH

classic fair play puzzle

solving

32 Fair-play puzzle vocabulary readers

search

5 Genre / topic-rich
REACH

1920s british small town

gossip

31 Era plus setting plus surveillance motif

6 Category-
anchoring
LOCKS CATEGORY

amateur sleuth women

investigator

33 Anchors Women Sleuths and Amateur

Sleuth categories

7 Category-
anchoring
LOCKS CATEGORY

quaint rural manor house

intrigue

33 Anchors the Cozy and Traditional

category flavour

FOR INGRAMSPARK: ONE SEMICOLON FIELD

A distinct set from the KDP boxes above: broader trade / library / retail discovery

terms, complementary to your BISAC and THEMA codes. Paste the whole line into

IngramSpark's single Keywords field.

st mary mead; english village life; interwar england; vicar narrator sleuth;

false confession plot; tampered clock alibi; country house murder; gossip and

secrets; elderly woman detective; fair play whodunit; rural parish setting;

secret lovers conspiracy

Market coverage note: all winnability, comp, and competition figures in this report describe the Amazon

marketplace only. Bookstore and other retail sales, library purchases, and direct sales are not reflected; read

these numbers as an Amazon-subset signal, not a whole-market signal.

2E RECOMMENDED AMAZON BROWSE CATEGORIES

Estimated sales per day come from a rank-to-sales curve calibrated against verified sales and market data,

seasonally adjusted for the current month; BSR counts KU borrows as sales. These read the rank at the time of

analysis, so treat them as a snapshot of pace, not a measured total.

Kindle

CATEGORY MONTHLY VOLUME TREND EST. SALES/DAY TO #1 EST. SALES/DAY TO #10

Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks >

Mystery, Thriller & Suspense >

Mystery > Traditional Detectives

~86,690 flat ~599/day ~71/day
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CATEGORY MONTHLY VOLUME TREND EST. SALES/DAY TO #1 EST. SALES/DAY TO #10

Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks >

Mystery, Thriller & Suspense >

Mystery > Women Sleuths

~14,258 flat ~472/day ~215/day

Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks >

Mystery, Thriller & Suspense >

Mystery > Cozy

~9,045 flat ~326/day ~67/day

Print

CATEGORY MONTHLY VOLUME TREND EST. SALES/DAY TO #1 EST. SALES/DAY TO #10

Books > Mystery, Thriller &

Suspense > Mystery > Traditional

Detectives

~70,050 flat ~89/day ~25/day

Books > Mystery, Thriller &

Suspense > Mystery > Cozy

~27,670 flat ~29/day ~4/day

Books > Mystery, Thriller &

Suspense > Mystery > Women

Sleuths

~12,663 flat ~249/day ~55/day
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

Ready-to-use sales copy: the Amazon description, headlines, and key scenes, drafted

for you to finalize.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Your launch copy. The primary description goes on the Amazon listing, the length variants match

promo-site character limits, and the headlines, scenes, and quotes are raw material for ads and social

posts. Edit tone freely; keep the claims, every one is manuscript-grounded.

3A SUBTITLE & LISTING LINE

Current subtitle: none supplied.

Assessment: with no subtitle, a cold reader looking at the title alone cannot tell the genre, the

era, or the tone. "The Murder at the Vicarage" signals a mystery and little else: nothing marks

it as a classic English village puzzle, nothing promises the gossip, the comedy, or the beloved

sleuth waiting inside.

Recommended (best first): 1. A Classic English Village Murder Mystery Where Everyone

Wanted Him Dead 2. A Golden Age Cozy Mystery of Gossip, Lies, and One Very Sharp Old

Lady 3. A Miss Marple Mystery (for readers who already know the series; it earns its place

for fans and for search, and only for them)

Why: the top option tells a total stranger the genre, the setting, and the hook in one line, and

the promise that the victim was universally hated invites the immediate question of who

finally did it.

3. Marketing Assets
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3B BOOK SALES DESCRIPTION

PRIMARY DESCRIPTION

The vicar of St. Mary Mead joked at luncheon that anyone who murdered Colonel Protheroe

would be doing the world a service. By the next evening, the Colonel lies shot dead across the

vicar's own writing desk, nobody in the village is sorry, and the only person who can untangle

the lies is the white-haired spinster watching from the garden next door.

The evidence refuses to behave. A clock that tells the wrong time. A note the dead man never

wrote. A shot heard where no shot was fired. Then two people confess to the murder, and

neither of them is believed.

While the police chase the obvious, Miss Marple studies human nature the way other people

study birds. She can already count seven people glad to see the Colonel dead. All she needs is

proof.

For readers of The Murder of Roger Ackroyd and The Sittaford Mystery, this is the classic

English village puzzle at its sharpest.

Everyone in St. Mary Mead sees everything. Only one gentle old lady understands what she is

looking at.

Start reading tonight and try to solve it before she does.

ABOVE-THE-FOLD HOOK

The vicar of St. Mary Mead joked at luncheon that anyone who murdered Colonel Protheroe

would be doing the world a service. By the next evening, the Colonel lies shot dead across the

vicar's own writing desk, nobody in the village is sorry, and the only person who can untangle

the lies is the white-haired spinster watching from the garden next door.
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BACK COVER BLURB

The vicar of St. Mary Mead joked that anyone who murdered Colonel Protheroe would be

doing the world a service. By the next evening, the Colonel lies shot dead across the vicar's own

writing desk.

Nobody mourns him. Half the village wanted him gone, and the evidence refuses to behave. A

clock that tells the wrong time. A note the dead man never wrote. Two confessions, and neither

one believed.

While the police chase the obvious, Miss Marple watches from her garden next door. She has

studied human nature all her life, and she counts seven people glad to see the Colonel dead. She

only needs proof.

Everyone in St. Mary Mead sees everything. Only one gentle old lady understands what she is

looking at.

ONE-LINE PROMISE

A pure fair-play village puzzle: settle in with tea, match wits with a white-haired spinster, and

feel the deep satisfaction of every clue clicking into place.

TAGLINE

Everyone wanted him dead. Only the old lady in the garden knows who obliged.
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3C LENGTH VARIANTS

SHORT SUMMARY (ABOUT 50 WORDS)

When the widely hated Colonel Protheroe is found shot in the vicar's study, two false

confessions and a tampered clock confound the police. Elderly Miss Marple, watching village

life from her garden, quietly reasons her way to the truth in Agatha Christie's classic St. Mary

Mead whodunit.

MEDIUM SUMMARY (ABOUT 150 WORDS)

The Reverend Leonard Clement narrates the case that upends quiet St. Mary Mead. Colonel

Protheroe, magistrate, churchwarden, and the most disliked man in the village, is found shot

dead at the writing desk in the vicar's own study. A note fixes the time of death. So does an

overturned clock. Both are lying.

Then the confessions begin. First the charming young artist Lawrence Redding gives himself up.

Then Anne Protheroe, the dead man's wife, insists she fired the shot. The medical evidence

clears them both, and Inspector Slack is left with a village full of motives: a vengeful poacher, a

nervous curate, a mysterious newcomer who visited the Colonel the night before he died.

Next door, elderly Miss Marple tends her garden and misses nothing. She has spent a lifetime

studying human nature, and she suspects everybody just a little. The question is whether she can

turn certainty into proof before the murderer strikes again.
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LONG SUMMARY (ABOUT 300 WORDS)

On a Wednesday at luncheon, the Reverend Leonard Clement remarks that anyone who

murdered Colonel Protheroe would be doing the world a service. On Thursday evening, the

Colonel is found shot through the head at the writing desk in the vicar's own study.

Nobody in St. Mary Mead mourns him. The Colonel was a bullying magistrate and an officious

churchwarden, and half the village had cause to wish him gone. The evidence should be simple.

A farewell note gives the time. A fallen clock confirms it. Yet the vicar knows the clock was kept

fifteen minutes fast, and the police will not listen.

Then two people confess. Lawrence Redding, the charming young artist, walks into the police

station with a pistol. Anne Protheroe, the dead man's wife, calmly claims the crime for herself.

The doctor's evidence clears them both, and the field widens: a vengeful poacher, a twitching

curate, a bogus archaeologist, and a beautiful stranger who quarrelled with the Colonel the night

before he died.

Watching it all from her garden is Miss Marple, a white-haired spinster who has studied human

nature the way other people study birds. She can count seven suspects on her fingers, and she is

convinced the police have the whole shape of the thing wrong. What she lacks is proof, and

while she waits for it, the killer is preparing to strike again.

Featuring one of detective fiction's most beloved sleuths, this is the definitive English village

mystery, a fair-play puzzle in the tradition of The Murder of Roger Ackroyd and The Mysterious

Affair at Styles, told with wry parish comedy and closing on one of the genre's most satisfying

reconstructions. Every clue is on the page. Few readers will beat Miss Marple to the answer.

PROMO DESCRIPTION (200 CHARACTERS, INCLUDING SPACES)

Colonel Protheroe was hated by the whole village. Now he lies shot dead in the vicar's study,

two people have confessed, and both are lying. Miss Marple already suspects the truth.
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PROMO DESCRIPTION (250 CHARACTERS, INCLUDING SPACES)

Everyone in St. Mary Mead wanted Colonel Protheroe dead. Someone obliged, in the vicar's

study. A lying clock, a forged note, two false confessions. Only the white-haired spinster next

door can see the shape of the truth. Christie at her sharpest.

PROMO DESCRIPTION (300 CHARACTERS, INCLUDING SPACES)

The vicar of St. Mary Mead joked that murdering Colonel Protheroe would be a public service.

The next evening the Colonel lay shot dead across the vicar's desk. Two lovers confess, the clock

lies, the note is forged, and Miss Marple counts seven suspects from her garden. Solve it if you

can.

PROMO DESCRIPTION (350 CHARACTERS, INCLUDING SPACES)

Colonel Protheroe was the most hated man in St. Mary Mead, so when he is found shot dead in

the vicar's study, nobody weeps and everybody talks. A clock that tells the wrong time. A note

the dead man never wrote. Two confessions nobody believes. From her garden next door, white-

haired Miss Marple watches, listens, and closes in on the truth.
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3D HEADLINES & AD COPY HOOKS

HEADLINE SOURCE BEST USE

"Everyone Wanted

Colonel Protheroe

Dead. One of Them Did

It."

The near-universal dislike of Protheroe,

stated across the village (Ch 1 vicar's

remark; Ch 7 Melchett: "Nobody did, for

that matter"; Miss Marple's "seven

suspects," Ch 9).

Facebook/Instagram ad, jacket

copy.

"The Vicar Wished Him

Dead at Lunch. By

Evening, He Was."

Clement's opening remark that anyone

who murdered Protheroe "would be

doing the world at large a service" (Ch 1),

followed by the discovery of the body in

his own study (Ch 5).

Facebook/Instagram ad, email

subject line.

"A Body in the Study. A

Clock That Lied. A

Village That Sees

Everything."

The corpse at the writing table (Ch 5),

the clock kept a quarter-hour fast and

reset to 6:22 (Ch 5, 6), and the

surveillance culture of St. Mary Mead

(Ch 4, 19).

Amazon A+ content, social

media post.

"Two People Confessed.

Both Were Lying."

Lawrence Redding's confession (Ch 6)

and Anne Protheroe's confession (Ch 8),

each protecting the other, both

disbelieved (Ch 12).

Facebook/Instagram ad, email

subject line.

"Meet the Sweetest Old

Lady in England. She

Already Knows Who Did

It."

Miss Marple's gentle manner concealing

her deductive certainty; she claims to

know the murderer while admitting she

has "not one shadow of proof" (Ch 6, 9).

Ad, social media post.

"The First Miss Marple

Mystery."

The novel introduces Jane Marple of St.

Mary Mead as the investigating

intelligence (throughout).

Amazon A+ content, jacket

copy. Note: framing as the

character's debut requires

pending confirmation for series-

position claims.

"In St. Mary Mead, the

Spinster With the

Garden Glasses Misses

Nothing."

Miss Marple's habit of observing through

binoculars under cover of gardening and

birdwatching (Ch 2, 9).

Social media post, email.

"Gossip Is a Weapon. In

This Village, It's Also

Evidence."

The relentless village gossip network

and Miss Marple's maxim that idle tittle-

tattle "so often true, isn't it?" (Ch 2, 4, 25).

Social media post, ad.
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HEADLINE SOURCE BEST USE

"He Was Shot at His

Desk While Writing a

Letter. The Letter Was a

Forgery."

Protheroe found slumped over a note

headed 6:20 (Ch 5); handwriting experts

confirm he never wrote it (Ch 27).

Facebook/Instagram ad, email

subject line.

"A Wrong Sort of Stone

Solved a Perfect Crime."

Miss Marple's realization that Lawrence's

rock was the wrong type for her garden,

which put her "on the right track"

toward the picric-acid explosion device

(Ch 30).

Social media post, email.

"The Curate Confessed

by Telephone. Someone

Had Already Planned His

Death."

Hawes's hysterical phone confession (Ch

27) and the discovery that Redding had

substituted a poisoned cachet to frame

and silence him (Ch 28, 30).

Ad, email subject line.

"Charity Thinketh No

Evil. Miss Marple Thinks

the Worst of Everyone.

She's Usually Right."

The vicar's rebuke of gossip (Ch 2) set

against Miss Marple's stated method

and the observation that being right

"makes her unpopular" (Ch 11, 25).

Social media post, jacket copy.

"The Charming Young

Man With No Moral

Sense."

Miss Marple's verdict on the murderer,

Lawrence Redding (Ch 30).

Ad, social media post.

"Everybody Talks in St.

Mary Mead. The Trick Is

Knowing Who to

Believe."

The chorus of witnesses, false

confessions, and anonymous letters that

complicate the investigation (Ch 12, 13,

24, 25).

Amazon A+ content, jacket

copy.

"A Vicarage. A Murder.

And an Old Lady Who

Solves It Over Cherry

Brandy."

The study as crime scene (Ch 5), Miss

Marple's homemade cherry brandy and

garden-based detection (Ch 9).

Social media post, email subject

line.

3E KEY SCENES FOR PROMOTION

01 CH 1

The vicar's ill-judged luncheon joke that anyone who murdered Colonel Protheroe "would be doing the world
at large a service."

W H Y  I T  W O R K S

It is the novel's inciting line, a clergyman voicing a wish for a man's death barely a day before that man is found shot in

his study. The dark irony and the domestic comedy of the scene establish tone and premise in a single stroke.

E M O T I O N A L  P A Y L O A D

Wry amusement laced with foreboding; the reader is invited to be complicit in the joke and then unsettled by it
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02 CH 5

The vicar opens his study door to find Colonel Protheroe slumped across the writing table, blood dripping
steadily onto the floor.

W H Y  I T  W O R K S

The discovery of the body is the classic locked-study reveal, delivered with the memorable "drip, drip, drip" of blood

onto the boards. It is the pivot from village comedy to murder mystery.

E M O T I O N A L  P A Y L O A D

Shock and dread; the ordinary domestic space of the study turned into a scene of violence

03 CH 6 (REPORTED)

Lawrence Redding walks into the police station, throws down his pistol, and says "I did it."

W H Y  I T  W O R K S

A confession that appears to end the case in the first act, yet the reader senses it cannot be so simple. Miss Marple's

immediate insistence that the confession proves innocence rather than guilt reframes everything.

E M O T I O N A L  P A Y L O A D

False relief undercut by suspicion; the thrill of a mystery refusing to resolve

04 CH 8

Anne Protheroe, calm in her bed, tells Melchett and the vicar: "it was I who killed my husband."

W H Y  I T  W O R K S

A second confession, directly contradicting the first, delivered with unnerving composure. It establishes the novel's

central engine of two lovers each shielding the other, and it deepens the puzzle rather than solving it.

E M O T I O N A L  P A Y L O A D

Bewilderment and pity; the sense that love is driving people to sacrifice themselves

05 CH 9

Miss Marple, counting on her fingers, tells the Chief Constable she can think of "at least seven people who
might be very glad to have Colonel Protheroe out of the way."

W H Y  I T  W O R K S

The moment the seemingly frail spinster reveals herself as the sharpest mind in the room, leaving Melchett "feebly"

staring. It is Miss Marple's definitive introduction as a detective.

E M O T I O N A L  P A Y L O A D

Delight and surprise; the reader's allegiance transfers to the underestimated observer

Additional scenes:
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SCENE CH WHY IT WORKS

Miss Marple lays out the full solution in her

gentle, apologetic lecture, naming Lawrence

Redding and Anne Protheroe and explaining the

plant-pot pistol, the silencer, and the engineered

explosion.

30 The grand reconstruction, in which every anomaly clicks

into place, including the giveaway of "the wrong sort of

stone" for her rock garden. It rewards the attentive reader

and showcases the novel's intricate clockwork.

The vicar preaches an uncharacteristic, ranting

revivalist sermon that, unbeknownst to him,

drives the guilt-stricken Hawes toward

confession and inadvertently saves his life.

26 A strange, charged set piece in which the mild narrator is

briefly possessed by "a kind of emotional frenzy," a

moment of genuine theatrical power in an otherwise

restrained voice.

The vicar hurries to Hawes's lodgings to find the

curate drugged and unconscious, an empty

cachet box beside him and a damning letter on

the floor, then wrestles with whether to let him

die.

28 A taut, morally fraught cliffhanger in which the narrator

confronts "the strongest temptation of my life." It supplies

urgency and ethical weight as the mystery reaches its crisis.
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3F FIVE EMOTIONS READERS WILL EXPERIENCE

1. Amusement. The novel's first-person narration by the mild, self-deprecating vicar generates

continuous dry comedy, from Griselda's cheerful incompetence as a housekeeper and the

disastrous half-cooked dinners (Ch 1, 4) to the vicar's exasperation with Inspector Slack and the

bottomless village gossip. Scenes such as the tea party of "cats" (Ch 2), Mrs. Price Ridley's

outraged report of the "Avenger" telephone call (Ch 13), and Miss Marple's endless comparative

anecdotes about Major Hargreaves and the churchwarden's second establishment (Ch 11) keep

the register light even amid murder.

2. Suspicion and distrust. The reader is trained early to doubt every stated fact. The clock kept

a quarter-hour fast (Ch 2, 5), two competing false confessions (Ch 6, 8), the forged letter (Ch

27), and the anonymous letters (Ch 24, 25) all destabilize the surface account. Griselda's

admission that the vicar would "believe me whatever I said" (Ch 3) and her concealed past with

Redding (Ch 24) extend the distrust even into the narrator's own marriage, briefly poisoning his

mind with a "nightmare" suspicion of his wife (Ch 30).

3. Delight in Miss Marple. Readers experience a distinct pleasure each time the underestimated

spinster proves correct, from her fingertip count of seven suspects (Ch 9) to her serene

dismantling of Raymond West's "stagnant pool" condescension (Ch 21) to the full solution (Ch

30). The recurring beat of authorities dismissing her ("wizened-up old maid," Ch 10) only to be

proven wrong is engineered to reward the reader's faith in her.

4. Sympathy and sorrow. Beneath the puzzle runs genuine pathos, chiefly in the Mrs. Lestrange

thread: a dying woman who returns under a false name to see the daughter who believed her

dead, aided by the doctor who once loved her (Ch 25, 32). Lettice's quiet decision to go abroad

with her mother "till the end" (Ch 32) and Haydock's fury at the cowardly framing of the

defenceless Hawes (Ch 31) supply an emotional undertow that lifts the book above mere

ingenuity.

5. Satisfaction. The tightly engineered climax delivers the classic pleasure of a fair-play mystery

resolved, every seeded detail (the silencer, the plant pot, the picric-acid explosion, the late train,

the wrong stone) accounted for in Miss Marple's reconstruction (Ch 30). The warm domestic

coda, with Griselda's pregnancy revealed and the vicar's unclerical declaration of love (Ch 32),

closes the book on a note of resolution and comfort.
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3G MEMORABLE QUOTES FOR MARKETING

QUOTE CONTEXT

"Anyone who murdered Colonel Protheroe would be doing the

world at large a service."

the vicar's luncheon remark,

Chapter 1

"Miss Marple is a white-haired old lady with a gentle, appealing

manner, Miss Wetherby is a mixture of vinegar and gush. Of the two

Miss Marple is much the more dangerous."

the vicar introduces Miss Marple

at tea, Chapter 2

"I dare say the idle tittle-tattle is very wrong and unkind, but it so

often true, isn't it?"

Miss Marple's parting shot to the

vicar, Chapter 2

"There is no detective in England equal to a spinster lady of

uncertain age with plenty of time on her hands."

the vicar to Lawrence Redding on

village life, Chapter 4

"There was a pool of some dark fluid on the desk by his head, and it

was slowly dripping on to the floor with a horrible drip, drip, drip."

the discovery of Protheroe's

body, Chapter 5

"One, two, three, four, five, six, yes, and a possible seven. I can think

of at least seven people who might be very glad to have Colonel

Protheroe out of the way."

Miss Marple to Colonel Melchett,

Chapter 9

"I always find it prudent to suspect everybody just a little. What I

say is, you really never know, do you?"

Miss Marple to the vicar and

Lawrence, Chapter 16

"Intuition is like reading a word without having to spell it out." Miss Marple explaining her

method, Chapter 11

"Nothing, I believe, is so full of life under the microscope as a drop

of water from a stagnant pool."

Miss Marple answering Raymond

West's dismissal of St. Mary Mead,

Chapter 21

"One of those charming young men who have no moral sense." Miss Marple's verdict on the

murderer, Chapter 30

"The young people think the old people are fools; but the old

people know the young people are fools!"

Miss Marple quoting her Great

Aunt Fanny, Chapter 31

"If I were at any time to set out on a career of deceit, it would be of

Miss Marple that I should be afraid."

the vicar reflecting on Miss

Marple's perceptiveness, Chapter

26
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3H DISCOVERABILITY VOCABULARY

Go-to-market material: advertising keyword seeds, distinct from the positioning above.

These keywords are derived from your manuscript's content, not from Amazon search data.

They represent the semantic territory The Murder at the Vicarage occupies: what it is about,

where it is set, and how it reads. They are the starting point for advertising, not the finished

targeting list.

Before bidding, validate each seed for search demand, competition density, and cost-per-

click using Amazon's autocomplete, an auto-targeting harvest campaign, or a keyword

research tool. High-volume seeds (marked Core) are the most competitive and usually the

worst value for a new campaign. The strongest opportunities typically sit in the Theme and

Reader-Experience tiers.
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CORE SUBJECT SEEDS

The central topic, conflict, or thesis of The Murder at the Vicarage. These terms describe

what the book is fundamentally about. They carry high search volume and high competition,

which makes them poor standalone bid targets for a new campaign. Use them to build

phrase-match and broad-match structures, and to understand the head of your category,

rather than as primary targets.

SEED PROVENANCE

cozy mystery

(saturated)

Village murder investigated through gossip, tea parties, and amateur sleuthing in a

small English parish; no graphic violence, domestic setting throughout

classic detective

fiction (saturated)

Structured whodunit with red herrings, false confessions, a final revelation, and a

named amateur detective solving the crime before police (9 chapters)

murder mystery

(saturated)

Colonel Protheroe is shot dead in the vicar's study; the entire narrative is the

investigation into who killed him and how (ch. 5–8)

Agatha Christie

(saturated)

This is the novel Murder at the Vicarage by Agatha Christie, the first Miss Marple

novel

Miss Marple

(saturated)

Jane Marple is the central amateur detective who solves the case through village

observation and human-nature analogies (13 chapters)
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THEME & SETTING SEEDS

Mid-tail territory drawn from the settings, time periods, institutions, and recurring thematic

threads in The Murder at the Vicarage. This is usually the most valuable tier for advertising.

The terms are specific enough to face less competition than the core subject, and they reflect

language that engaged readers use when they search for a book like yours. Start your

validation here.

SEED PROVENANCE

English village

mystery

All action is set in St. Mary Mead, a small English village where gossip, parish life, and

close observation of neighbours drive the plot (ch. 1–13)

vicar narrator

detective fiction

The Reverend Leonard Clement narrates the entire novel in first person, discovers

the body in his own study, and assists in the investigation (ch. 1–32)

1930s British

village life

Period detail throughout: church wardens, parish meetings, servants, magistrates,

the Blue Boar inn, and rural social hierarchy place the novel firmly in interwar

England (ch. 1–32)

amateur sleuth

spinster

detective

Miss Marple is an elderly unmarried woman who solves the murder through

observation and analogy while the police fail; she is explicitly described as the most

dangerous observer in the village (13 chapters)

false confession

mystery

Both Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe separately confess to the murder; the

plot turns on why innocent people confess and how the real killer exploits this (ch. 6–

12)

church and

clergy crime

fiction

The vicar is narrator, the murder occurs in the vicarage study, church accounts are

embezzled, the curate Hawes is nearly framed, and parish life structures every

chapter (ch. 1–32)

village gossip

and social

observation

Miss Marple, Miss Hartnell, Miss Wetherby, and Mrs. Price Ridley are all shown using

gossip and neighbourhood observation as intelligence-gathering tools central to

solving the crime (28 chapters)

forged letter as

clue

The note found on the desk dated 6:20 is central to the mystery; Miss Marple

identifies it as forged, and the expert confirms the date was added in a different

hand and ink (10 chapters)

alibi

construction and

clock

manipulation

The murderer puts back the clock hands to 6:22 and forges the time on the note to

create a false alibi; Inspector Slack is deceived; the vicar tries repeatedly to explain

the clock was kept fifteen minutes fast (9 chapters)

archaeological

dig subplot

Dr. Stone is an impostor posing as an archaeologist excavating a barrow on Colonel

Protheroe's land in order to steal valuable silver; Miss Cram hides the suitcase in the

woods (10 chapters)
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SEED PROVENANCE

illicit love affair

and murder

motive

The affair between Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe, and their desire to be

free of Colonel Protheroe, is the central motive for the murder (16 chapters)

poison and drug

subplot

Hawes is nearly killed by a substituted cachet containing an overdose; picric acid

crystals are found in the wood; the near-murder of Hawes by drug substitution is the

mechanism of the attempted frame-up (7 chapters)

country house

silver theft

Colonel Protheroe's Charles II tazza and trencher salts are stolen and replaced with

fakes by the impostor Dr. Stone; the suitcase containing the silver is found hidden

near the barrow (7 chapters)
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READER-EXPERIENCE SEEDS

The emotional register, pacing, and tropes of The Murder at the Vicarage, phrased the way

readers search and browse. These terms map to how Amazon shoppers actually look for their

next read, and they often carry strong purchase intent even at modest search volume.

SEED PROVENANCE

unreliable

narrator cozy

mystery

The vicar-narrator misreads almost every clue and character, including his own wife;

the reader is led astray throughout by his well-meaning but limited perspective (ch.

1–32)

multiple

suspects red

herring

Miss Marple lists seven suspects; Lawrence Redding, Anne Protheroe, Lettice, Hawes,

Archer, Griselda, and the vicar himself are all placed under suspicion at various

points (24 chapters)

slow burn

romance

subplot

The affair between Lawrence and Anne is long-established and deeply felt; the vicar

counsels them to part; their reunion after the murder is emotionally charged (16

chapters)

witty domestic

comedy of

manners

The vicar's observations about his young wife Griselda, the incompetent maid Mary,

and village social life provide sustained comic relief throughout (28 chapters)

puzzle mystery

with satisfying

solution

Every clue, the clock, the note, the pistol, the shot in the wood, the suitcase, the

earring, is explained in the final revelation; Miss Marple accounts for all facts (ch. 26,

29, 30, 31)

underestimated

female detective

Miss Marple is dismissed by Inspector Slack, Colonel Melchett, and Raymond West

as a nosy old maid; she alone solves the crime correctly while the police pursue

wrong suspects (13 chapters)

clean read

traditional

mystery

No explicit violence, no graphic content; the murder occurs off-page; the tone is

domestic and gently comic throughout

village

community

ensemble cast

A large cast of named villagers, Miss Hartnell, Miss Wetherby, Mrs. Price Ridley, Dr.

Haydock, Lettice, Dennis, Mary, Mrs. Lestrange, all contribute to the investigation

and atmosphere (ch. 1–32)

frame-up plot Lawrence Redding deliberately frames Hawes for the murder by substituting a lethal

cachet and planting Protheroe's letter in Hawes's pocket; the entire false-confession

arc is engineered to mislead (ch. 28–31)

twist ending

revelation

The true murderer is revealed to be Anne Protheroe acting on Lawrence Redding's

plan; both had successfully deflected suspicion through false confessions and

manufactured alibis (ch. 29, 30, 31)
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COMPARATIVE / ADJACENCY SEEDS

Author and title adjacencies inferred from the comparative-titles analysis in this report.

These are inferences, not confirmed market neighbors. Proximity in theme does not

guarantee proximity in audience, and bidding on competitor names carries its own cost and

policy considerations. Treat this tier as hypotheses to test, and validate carefully before any

spend.

SEED PROVENANCE

Agatha Christie

Miss Marple

series

Comp list includes The Mysterious Affair at Styles and The Murder of Roger Ackroyd;

this novel is the first Miss Marple book and shares Christie's puzzle-plot structure and

English village setting [inferred]

Dorothy L.

Sayers Golden

Age mystery

Comp list includes Whose Body? and The Nine Tailors by Dorothy L. Sayers; both

share the interwar English setting, clerical atmosphere, and amateur-detective-

versus-police dynamic [inferred]

1920s 1930s

cozy mystery

series

Comp list includes Murder at Blackburn Hall 1920s High Society Lady Detective

Mystery and The Sittaford Mystery; all share the interwar period, British social milieu,

and series format [inferred]

English country

house mystery

Comp list includes Thistlewood Manor Murder at the Hedgerow and The Sittaford

Mystery; all feature a closed or semi-closed community, a grand house, and a cast of

suspects drawn from the local gentry [inferred]

lady detective

amateur sleuth

series

Comp list includes Murder at Blackburn Hall and Thistlewood Manor Eliza Montagu

Cozy Mystery; all feature a female amateur detective solving crimes the police

cannot [inferred]

British village

cozy mystery

series

Comp list includes MURDER ON SEA Rina Martin Murder Mystery and The Blackout

Murders Homefront Sleuths; all are British-set cozy series with recurring amateur

investigators in small communities [inferred]
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HOW TO VALIDATE THESE SEEDS BEFORE YOU SPEND

1. Harvest. Type your top Theme seeds into the Amazon Kindle Store search bar and record

the autocomplete suggestions. These reflect real customer search behavior and expand each

seed into specific phrases.

2. Collect real data. Run a two-week auto-targeting Sponsored Products campaign at a low

default bid. Its search-term report will show the actual queries that triggered and converted

on your book, which is the only true search signal Amazon provides.

3. Promote winners. Move the queries that convert into manual campaigns with controlled

bids, and pause the rest. Repeat as you accumulate data.

3I SEASONAL GIFT POSITIONING

SEASONAL GIFT DESCRIPTION

Some books are made to be given. A handsome print edition of a classic village whodunit has

real weight in the hand, promises a fireside evening the moment it is unwrapped, and starts

conversations at the dinner table about who guessed the killer and who never stood a chance.

Give it to the reader who has worn out their copy of The Murder of Roger Ackroyd, the puzzle

lover who times themselves against the detective, the anglophile who dreams of stone churches

and garden gates, or anyone who wants comfort and cleverness in the same parcel.

Inside waits St. Mary Mead, where the detestable Colonel Protheroe is found shot in the vicar's

study, two people confess, and neither is believed. It falls to Miss Marple, the sharp-eyed

spinster next door, to see what the police cannot. A gift that ends with the happiest words a

mystery lover knows: solved, and satisfied.
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WHO TO GIFT IT TO

For the person who rereads The Murder of Roger Ackroyd every winter and swears this time

they will spot the trick.

For the person who pauses the detective show to announce the killer before the reveal, and is

usually right.

For the person who likes their murders served with tea, village gossip, and a creaking garden

gate.

SEASONAL SWAP-IN NOTE

Run the seasonal gift description on the print listing from approximately October 15 through

December 18, then revert to the primary description. Keep the ebook listing on the primary

description throughout the season. Set a calendar reminder for the December 18 revert so the

gift copy does not run into January.
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

The books yours sits beside in the market. Each comp is drawn from the manuscript,

with how it aligns, where it diverges, and what a reader of it would expect, so the

positioning is evidence-led, not a guess.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Use lineage titles in blurbs and ads ("for readers of 1984..."). Use peer data to set price and sales

expectations. Never advertise against the excluded titles; they reach the wrong audience.

4A CANDIDATE COMP TITLES

Subject lane: Adult classic/Golden Age cozy detective fiction (traditional village whodunit), general adult

readership

Suitable adjacent shelves: Traditional Detective Mysteries, Cozy Mysteries, Amateur Sleuth Mysteries,

British Detective Fiction, Women Sleuths

Keep out of: Hardboiled Mystery, Police Procedurals, Thrillers & Suspense, Cozy Animal Mysteries, Teen &

Young Adult Mystery

Why kept out: The book is a genteel amateur-sleuth village whodunit narrated by a middle-aged clergyman

and driven by an elderly spinster detective, so it belongs on none of the harder-edged crime shelves, none of
the sub-genre-specific cozy niches it does not fit, and none of the young-adult bands, since its cast,

institutional roles, and marital and social concerns are wholly adult.

The manuscript is a foundational Golden Age village mystery: a first-person clerical narrator (Ch 1), a murder

in the vicar's own study (Ch 5), an unpopular victim with a wide field of suspects (Ch 9), false confessions
from two lovers shielding each other (Ch 6, 8), and an elderly woman who solves the case through patient

observation of human nature (Ch 26, 30). The comps below are proposed on the strength of these internal
structural and tonal features. Each is a hypothesis for validation, not confirmed positioning.

The following candidates resolved into the positioning lineage; their full entries, with live listings, are in the
Positioning Lineage section below.

The Mysterious Affair at Styles by Agatha Christie

Whose Body? by Dorothy L. Sayers

The Nine Tailors by Dorothy L. Sayers

4. Comp Title Analysis & Market Positioning
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THE B O DY I N THE LI B R A R Y B Y AGATHA CHR I STI E
B A S I S  F O R  C O M P A R I S O N :

Features the same elderly spinster-detective archetype solving a murder by analogy to village life and by reading

character where officials read evidence, directly mirroring this book's method (Ch 11, 26, 30).

Where this book diverges: This is the earlier, foundational appearance of that detective type; the narration belongs to

a resident cleric rather than a neutral third person, and the romantic subplot of two shielding lovers is more central

here (Ch 3, 8).

Reader expectation set by this comp: A cozy village setting, an underestimated old-lady sleuth, and a solution

grounded in human nature.

GAUDY NI GHT B Y DO R O THY L.  SAYER S
B A S I S  F O R  C O M P A R I S O N :

A mystery propelled as much by the closed social world and its interpersonal tensions as by the crime itself,

comparable to this book's reliance on gossip networks and community observation as investigative engines (Ch 2, 25).

Where this book diverges: This book is a straightforward whodunit with a corpse and a solution rather than a study

of harassment and character, and its community is a rural parish rather than an academic one.

Reader expectation set by this comp: Intelligent, socially observant British crime fiction where setting and

relationships are as important as the puzzle.

THE MUR DER  O F  R O GER  ACKR OYD B Y AGATHA CHR I STI E
B A S I S  F O R  C O M P A R I S O N :

A village murder narrated in first person by a respectable local professional, with a tightly reconstructed timeline and

a surprise turn on who is telling the truth, closely echoing this book's clerical narration and its false-confession

misdirection (Ch 6, 8, 30).

Where this book diverges: The narrator here is a sympathetic bystander rather than a device of the twist; the reveal

exposes a pair of scheming lovers (Ch 30) rather than a narratorial deception.

Reader expectation set by this comp: A fair-play English village mystery with an unreliable-seeming surface and a

decisive final reveal.

DEATH CO MES A S THE END / TR A DI TI O NA L CHR I STI E VI LLAGE
TI TLES ( R EPR ESENTATI VE)
B A S I S  F O R  C O M P A R I S O N :

Shares the closed-community structure, the field of seven-plus plausible suspects each with motive (Ch 9), and the

methodical elimination of alibis that defines the traditional puzzle mystery.

Where this book diverges: This book is anchored to a single English parish and a domestic love triangle, with a

spinster sleuth working alongside a bumbling official police effort (Ch 5, 12).

Reader expectation set by this comp: A classic multiple-suspect puzzle resolved by logical reconstruction.
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MI SS SI LVER  / PATR I CI A WENTWO R TH VI LLAGE MYSTER I ES
( R EPR ESENTATI VE)
B A S I S  F O R  C O M P A R I S O N :

Centers an elderly, unassuming spinster who solves crimes by reading character and social nuance in a small English

community, directly paralleling this book's detective figure and her human-nature method (Ch 26, 30).

Where this book diverges: This book frames its spinster sleuth through a comic clerical narrator and gives more

weight to parish satire (Ch 2) than to romance-forward plotting.

Reader expectation set by this comp: A gentle, character-driven English village mystery with a knitting-and-

observation sleuth.

THE CO R NI SH COA ST MUR DER  B Y JO HN B UDE
B A S I S  F O R  C O M P A R I S O N :

A village murder mystery narrated in the orbit of a clergyman detective-figure, steeped in rural English atmosphere

and Golden Age fair-play detection, closely matching this book's parochial setting and clerical viewpoint (Ch 1, 3).

Where this book diverges: This book's sleuthing intelligence is the spinster observer rather than the vicar himself,

and its tone carries more domestic comedy through the narrator's marriage (Ch 1, 32).

Reader expectation set by this comp: A traditional, atmospheric English village whodunit with a clerical connection.

THE SECR ET O F  HI GH ELDER SHA M / CLA SSI C B R I TI SH LI B R A R Y
CR I ME CLA SSI CS VI LLAGE TI TLES ( R EPR ESENTATI VE)
B A S I S  F O R  C O M P A R I S O N :

Represents the reissued Golden Age village-mystery category into which this book squarely falls, sharing the small-

community setting, the local-authority investigation, and the period English texture.

Where this book diverges: This book is distinguished by its comic first-person clerical narrator and its enduringly

recognizable spinster detective, giving it a lighter, more character-forward register than many of its shelf-mates.

Reader expectation set by this comp: A vintage English mystery reissue with strong period atmosphere and a fair-

play puzzle.

Cross-audience excluded titles (separate list, NOT counted toward the 10). No young-adult or middle-grade

mystery clusters are advanced as positioning comps, since this book's married middle-aged narrator, adult institutional

roles (magistrate, churchwarden, Chief Constable), and adult romantic and social concerns place it firmly at an adult

readership (Ch 1, 4). Any contemporary cozy series featuring a young amateur sleuth would be excluded for audience

and era mismatch if surfaced during research.

4B POSITIONING STATEMENT

The Murder at the Vicarage is a foundational English village whodunit told by a wry, self-deprecating country

vicar whose own study becomes a crime scene. When a universally disliked magistrate is found shot at his

writing table (Ch 5), two lovers each falsely confess to shield the other (Ch 6, 8), and it falls to an unassuming

elderly spinster to read the truth in a tampered clock, a manufactured alibi, and the ordinary wickedness of
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human nature (Ch 26, 30). For readers of classic Golden Age detection who prize fair-play puzzles, closed-circle

suspects, and gentle parish comedy, this book sits comfortably alongside the traditional Christie and Sayers

canon while offering a distinctively warm, socially observant clerical narrator and the debut of an enduring

village sleuth.

4C POSITIONING LINEAGE

These are the canonical titles the manuscript itself invites comparison with. They are NOT purchasable peers

and should not be used to set price, category or rank expectations. They are the lineage a reader recognises, and

the language to use in a blurb or an advertisement. Each has been resolved to a live listing.

THE MYSTER I O US A F FA I R  AT STYLES

Agatha Christie

ASIN B09XHZ9WNB

BASIS FOR COMPARISON

A country-house poisoning solved by an eccentric outsider detective, narrated in first person by a

companionable, somewhat fallible observer, exactly paralleling this book's structure of a genteel

murder anatomized through a non-professional lens (Ch 5, 30).

WHERE THIS BOOK DIVERGES

The detective here is an unassuming village spinster rather than a continental professional, and the

setting is domestic and parochial rather than a grand house party; the solution turns on the

psychology of an ordinary community (Ch 26) rather than on forensic ingenuity alone.

READER EXPECTATION SET BY THIS COMP

A fair-play puzzle with a closed circle of suspects, a reconstructed timeline, and a climactic

drawing-room explanation.
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WHO SE B O DY?

Dorothy L. Sayers

ASIN B07LGVH5DG

BASIS FOR COMPARISON

A body discovered in an incongruous domestic setting launches a village-and-society investigation

blending comedy of manners with detection, echoing this book's braiding of parish social satire (Ch

2) with murder inquiry.

WHERE THIS BOOK DIVERGES

The narrator is a self-deprecating cleric rather than an aristocratic sleuth, and the tone leans more

toward gentle rural comedy than metropolitan wit; the puzzle rests on a tampered clock and

manufactured alibis (Ch 5, 11, 30) rather than medical misdirection.

READER EXPECTATION SET BY THIS COMP

A witty, character-rich English mystery with an amateur investigator and a satirical eye on class

and manners.

THE NI NE TA I LO R S ( THE LO R D PETER  WI MSEY MYSTER I ES
B O O K 11)

Dorothy L. Sayers

ASIN B008JVJDOQ

BASIS FOR COMPARISON

A parish-centered English mystery steeped in church life, clerical routine, and the rhythms of a

small community, resonant with this book's dense ecclesiastical texture (churchwardens, offertory

disputes, curates, Evensong; Ch 1, 26).

WHERE THIS BOOK DIVERGES

This book is lighter and more comic in register, with a resident vicar as narrator rather than a

visiting gentleman detective, and a tighter domestic murder rather than a sprawling rural mystery.

READER EXPECTATION SET BY THIS COMP

An atmospheric English village mystery rich in local color and institutional detail.
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THE MUR DER  O F  R O GER  ACKR OYD PA PER B ACK

Agatha Christie

ASIN 1648337546

BASIS FOR COMPARISON

A village murder narrated in first person by a respectable local professional, with a tightly

reconstructed timeline and a surprise turn on who is telling the truth, closely echoing this book's

clerical narration and its false-confession misdirection (Ch 6, 8, 30).

WHERE THIS BOOK DIVERGES

The narrator here is a sympathetic bystander rather than a device of the twist; the reveal exposes a

pair of scheming lovers (Ch 30) rather than a narratorial deception.

READER EXPECTATION SET BY THIS COMP

A fair-play English village mystery with an unreliable-seeming surface and a decisive final reveal.

4D COMP TITLE DATA

PEERS (COMPARABLE TITLES AT A REALISTIC SCALE)

THE MUR DER  O F  R O GER  ACKR OYD

Agatha Christie, Richard Armitage, Audible Studios

ASIN B09SRKD44M · $0.99 · 4.5 rating · 26,188 reviews · BSR n/a · 80/mo

CATEGORY Mystery › Traditional Detectives · #3,397 in Audible Books & Originals · #13 in Traditional Detective Mysteries

STATUS Validated against live market data

W H Y  I T  I S  A  C O M P

This is the village whodunit told by a respectable local man who finds the body, which is

structurally the closest thing on the shelf to your vicar narrating a death in his own study. Its buyers

want a closed circle of suspects in an English parish, alibis that unravel, and a final scene where

every anomaly is explained. Readers who finish it and want another first-person village murder

with a full field of motives are exactly your readers.

W H E R E  I T  D I F F E R S

Its narrator is part of the deception, while your narrator is a sympathetic bystander and the twist

rests on two lovers giving false confessions.

:  H e r cu le  Po ir o t  My s te r ie s ,
B o o k 4
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THE SI TTA F O R D MYSTER Y

Agatha Christie, Hugh Fraser, William Morrow Paperbacks

ASIN B008GZWEP0 · $0.99 · 4.4 rating · 3,432 reviews · BSR n/a · 1,100/mo

CATEGORY Genre Fiction › Historical · #39,263 in Audible Books & Originals · #79 in Traditional Detective Mysteries

STATUS Validated against live market data

W H Y  I T  I S  A  C O M P

A snowbound village, a small group of neighbours who all know one another, and a murder that the

local community itself starts picking apart: this is the same closed-community puzzle you have

built in St. Mary Mead. It promises the reader a fair-play mystery where local gossip and small

social observations turn into evidence. That is the exact pleasure your book offers through Miss

Marple's seven suspects and the village surveillance network.

W H E R E  I T  D I F F E R S

It opens with a seance and hinges on a distance-and-timing trick, where your solution turns on a

tampered clock, a hidden pistol and an engineered explosion.

THE MUR DER  O N THE LI NKS

Agatha Christie

ASIN B09XJ33RGS · $0.49 · 4.4 rating · 19,127 reviews · BSR 40,184 · 24/mo

CATEGORY Mystery › Traditional Detectives · #136 in Traditional Detective Mysteries · #204 in Historical Thrillers

STATUS Validated against live market data

W H Y  I T  I S  A  C O M P

A Golden Age fair-play mystery with too many suspects, a bumbling official investigator and a

detective who works by reading people rather than by forensics, which mirrors the Slack-versus-

Marple friction running through your book. Its readers buy it for the reconstructed timeline and the

pleasure of being outpaced by the detective at the reveal. Anyone browsing for period English

detection with a decisive final explanation will consider both books.

W H E R E  I T  D I F F E R S

Its setting is a French seaside villa with a professional continental detective, not an English parish

observed by a resident spinster.
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MUR DER  AT B LACKB UR N HA LL

Sara Rosett, Elizabeth Klett, McGuffin Ink

ASIN B0DB9NPFB6 · $0.99 · 4.5 rating · 1,742 reviews · BSR n/a · 950/mo

CATEGORY Mystery › Traditional Detectives · #132,978 in Audible Books & Originals · #1,309 in Traditional Detective Mysteries

STATUS Validated against live market data

W H Y  I T  I S  A  C O M P

This is a sleepy English village full of secrets, a body, a wrongly suspected outsider and an amateur

woman investigator, sold explicitly to readers who love the Golden Age of detective fiction. Its

buyers want period texture, a twisty but fair puzzle, and light social comedy rather than violence,

which is the register your clerical narrator sustains throughout. It sits on the Traditional Detectives

shelf you are aiming for.

W H E R E  I T  D I F F E R S

Its sleuth is a young society woman working paid cases, while yours is an elderly village resident

who investigates from her own garden.

THE MUR DER  AT WO R LD'S END

Ross Montgomery, Derek Jacobi, Joe Jameson, William Morrow

ASIN B0F4GSHXRG · $0.99 · 4.3 rating · 2,049 reviews · BSR n/a · 80/mo

CATEGORY Historical › Mysteries · #4,628 in Audible Books & Originals · #17 in Historical Mysteries

STATUS Validated against live market data

W H Y  I T  I S  A  C O M P

A pompous, widely disliked landowner is found dead in his sealed study and everyone in the

household had reason to want him gone, which is the premise of your book down to the room and

the victim's unpopularity. It pairs a modest male narrator figure with a sharp octogenarian woman

who does the real thinking, the same division of labour you have between the vicar and Miss

Marple. Readers buy it for a period English country puzzle with comedy in the dialogue.

W H E R E  I T  D I F F E R S

It runs on locked-room mechanics and class satire in a single sealed house, where your field of

suspects is a whole parish moving freely in and out of the vicarage.

:  1920s  H igh So cie ty  L a dy
De te ctiv e  My s te r y,  B o o k 2

:  A  No v e l
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THE B LACKO UT MUR DER S

Anna Elliott, Charles Veley

ASIN B0DD2B4CZJ · $2.99 · 4.4 rating · 4,188 reviews · BSR 3,097 · 3,500/mo

CATEGORY Historical Fiction › Mystery, Thriller & Suspense · #20 in Mystery Series · #24 in Historical British Fiction

STATUS Validated against live market data

W H Y  I T  I S  A  C O M P

A killing beside a village churchyard, police too stretched to investigate properly, and a handful of

ordinary neighbours who solve it because they notice everything about each other: that is your

book's engine, gossip as evidence. It is marketed directly to readers of Agatha Christie and promises

warmth and humour alongside the puzzle. The retired detective and the observant herbalist appeal

to the same reader who enjoys watching an underestimated older person outthink the authorities.

W H E R E  I T  D I F F E R S

It is set in wartime 1941 with espionage threads and an ensemble of five sleuths, rather than a single

spinster detective in a peacetime parish.

THI STLEWO O D MA NO R

Fiona Grace

ASIN B0GQCZCWVM · n/a · 4.2 rating · 3,005 reviews · BSR 3,598 · 650/mo

CATEGORY Mystery › Women Sleuths · #174 in Cozy Mystery · #234 in Women Sleuths

STATUS Validated against live market data

W H Y  I T  I S  A  C O M P

A 1920s English country setting, a corpse dropped into a family gathering, and an amateur woman

who must solve it before suspicion sticks to her: this reaches the reader who wants interwar English

murder with social comedy attached. Its promise is a light, character-forward whodunit where

family tensions and marriage plans matter as much as the body, which is close to your Protheroe

household and the Redding romance. Its readers browse the same period cozy shelves you will be

listed on.

W H E R E  I T  D I F F E R S

It is romance-forward and centred on an aristocratic heroine's own predicament, where your

investigator has no personal stake and the narration belongs to a middle-aged clergyman.

:  A  H o me fr o nt Sle u ths  My s te r y  (T he
H o me fr o nt Sle u ths  Co zy  My s te r y  Se r ie s  B o o k 1)

:  Mu r de r  a t  the  H e dge r o w  (A n El iza
Mo nta gu  Co zy  My s te r y  B o o k 1)
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MUR DER  O N SEA A GR I PPI NG CO ZY CR I ME MYSTER Y F ULL
O F  TWI STS ( R I NA MA R TI N MUR DER  MYSTER Y B O O K 1)

JANE ADAMS

ASIN B09L4Z4YLN · $2.99 · 4.3 rating · 8,269 reviews · BSR 104,930 · 75/mo

CATEGORY Mystery, Thriller & Suspense › Crime · #595 in Women's Detective Fiction · #755 in Women's Adventure Fiction

STATUS Validated against live market data

W H Y  I T  I S  A  C O M P

This sells itself on the Miss Marple comparison: a retired woman in a quiet English coastal town

who is drawn into the killing of an elderly neighbour and quietly outworks the official detective. Its

readers want gentle British amateur detection with tea, gardens and a community whose small

oddities turn out to matter. That is the same appetite your book satisfies, and the same explicit

Christie shelf.

W H E R E  I T  D I F F E R S

It is a contemporary series with a police partnership at its centre, where your book is a period parish

mystery narrated by the vicar himself.
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

What the book is about, at five lengths, plus its thematic spine: the synopses you'll

adapt for jacket copy, pitches, and submissions.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Pick the synopsis length the recipient asks for: the pitch for conversations, 100 to 300 words for

catalogs and submissions, the extended version for agents and rights buyers. The thematic framework

feeds ad angles and book-club material.

5A MULTI-LENGTH SYNOPSES

These are synopses, not sales copy. They state the twist and the resolution shape because their purpose is to

describe the book fully to an editor, rights buyer, or downstream workflow.

ELEVATOR PITCH (25-35 WORDS)

When universally disliked Colonel Protheroe is shot dead in the vicar's study, two people

confess and neither is believed. Only an observant elderly spinster, Miss Marple, sees the truth

behind the alibis.

SHORT SYNOPSIS (100 WORDS)

In the village of St. Mary Mead, the vicar Leonard Clement narrates the murder of Colonel

Protheroe, an officious magistrate shot dead at the Vicarage writing-desk (Ch 5). A tampered

clock and a forged note confuse the time of death. Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe,

secret lovers, each confess to shield the other, and both are cleared (Ch 6, 8, 12). Elderly Miss

Marple, watching from her garden, quietly reconstructs the crime: the two lovers conspired,

using a hidden pistol, a silencer, and a staged explosion to fabricate their alibis (Ch 30). A trap

secures their conviction (Ch 32).

5. Plot & Theme Summary
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MEDIUM SYNOPSIS (250 WORDS)

The Reverend Leonard Clement narrates events in St. Mary Mead, where Colonel Protheroe, a

pompous churchwarden and magistrate disliked by nearly everyone, is found shot dead at the

Vicarage writing-desk (Ch 5). Clement had himself joked that anyone who murdered Protheroe

would be doing the world a service (Ch 1). A note headed 6:20 and a clock stopped at 6:22

appear to fix the time, but Clement's clock is kept a quarter-hour fast, and Dr. Haydock's medical

evidence contradicts the apparent timeline (Ch 5, 7).

Two confessions follow. Lawrence Redding, the young artist secretly in love with Protheroe's

wife Anne, surrenders first (Ch 6); then Anne confesses in turn (Ch 8). Each is trying to protect

the other, and Haydock's evidence clears both (Ch 12). Inspector Slack pursues theories

involving the poacher Archer and the mysterious Mrs. Lestrange, who had visited Protheroe the

night before his death (Ch 15, 17). A bogus archaeologist, "Dr. Stone," is exposed as a silver thief

(Ch 23).

Miss Marple, an elderly spinster who observes everything from her garden and studies human

nature as a hobby, is convinced from the start that the obvious solution is the true one. She

reconstructs how Redding and Anne together committed the murder, faked their alibis with a

silenced pistol and an engineered explosion in the wood, and tried to frame the curate Hawes

(Ch 30). The novel explores gossip, hidden lives, and the gap between appearance and truth. A

staged warning traps the guilty pair (Ch 32).
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LONG SYNOPSIS (500 WORDS)

The Reverend Leonard "Len" Clement narrates the murder that disrupts the quiet village of St.

Mary Mead. At luncheon he rashly remarks that anyone who murdered the officious Colonel

Protheroe would be doing the world a service (Ch 1). Protheroe, a churchwarden and

magistrate, is universally disliked. Clement discovers his young wife Anne is secretly in love with

the artist Lawrence Redding (Ch 3), and Redding agrees to leave the village to spare her (Ch 4).

The inciting event: called away by a fake summons, Clement returns to find Protheroe shot dead

at his study desk (Ch 5). A note headed 6:20 and a clock overturned at 6:22 seem to fix the time,

but the Vicarage clock runs a quarter-hour fast, and Dr. Haydock's medical evidence shows death

occurred earlier than the confessions claim (Ch 5, 7).

Rising action turns on two false confessions. Lawrence Redding surrenders, throwing down his

own pistol (Ch 6); then Anne Protheroe confesses (Ch 8). Each is shielding the other, and both

are cleared by the medical timeline and by Miss Marple's testimony that Anne carried no

weapon (Ch 9, 12). Inspector Slack, energetic and rude, chases the poacher Archer and the

elegant newcomer Mrs. Lestrange, who visited Protheroe secretly the night before his death and

refuses to explain herself (Ch 15, 17).

The midpoint shift comes as evidence multiplies: the note is proven a forgery Protheroe never

wrote (Ch 27), a bogus "Dr. Stone" is unmasked as a silver thief with a hidden suitcase (Ch 21,

23), and multiple villagers report a shot from the wood. Miss Marple, who studies human nature

as a lifelong hobby and misses nothing from her garden, insists from the outset that the obvious

answer is true and that Redding's very confession proves his innocence (Ch 6, 26).

Complications converge on the curate Hawes, nervous and ill with the after-effects of sleepy

sickness and secretly guilty of embezzling church funds. A telephone confession and an

apparent suicide by overdose seem to close the case with Hawes as the murderer (Ch 28-29).

The climax is Miss Marple's reconstruction: Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe committed

the murder together. Redding hid the pistol in the study plant-pot; Anne, ostentatiously carrying

no handbag, shot the deaf Protheroe with a silencer, then joined Redding to fake a happy, alibi-

building afternoon. Redding returned to forge the note, reset the clock, and stage a delayed

picric-acid explosion in the wood to supply a witnessed shot. His theatrical false confession was

itself the alibi. The pair then tried to frame Hawes with a poisoned cachet and a planted letter

(Ch 30).

The resolution: because there is no proof, Miss Marple proposes a trap. Dr. Haydock hints at a

witness, and Redding's guilty conscience drives him to Old Hall, where police overhear him and

Anne confirm their guilt (Ch 31-32).
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The denouement reveals Mrs. Lestrange as Lettice's dying mother and Protheroe's first wife,

come to see her daughter. Slack takes the official credit; Miss Marple wants none. Clement

learns Griselda is expecting a child (Ch 32).
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EXTENDED SYNOPSIS (1000 WORDS)

The Murder at the Vicarage is narrated throughout by the Reverend Leonard "Len" Clement, the

middle-aged vicar of St. Mary Mead, whose dry, self-deprecating voice frames the entire case.

He is married to Griselda, a lively woman nearly twenty years his junior, and shares his home

with his sixteen-year-old nephew Dennis and an incompetent maid, Mary.

The story opens at a Wednesday luncheon where Clement rashly declares that anyone who

murdered Colonel Protheroe "would be doing the world at large a service" (Ch 1). Protheroe, a

self-righteous churchwarden and magistrate, is disliked by nearly everyone: he is auditing the

church accounts, he jailed the poacher Archer, and he rules his household harshly. Clement soon

makes two discoveries. First, that Protheroe's second wife Anne is passionately, secretly in love

with the young artist Lawrence Redding (Ch 3). Second, that Redding, painting portraits at the

Vicarage, has agreed to leave the village to spare Anne further trouble (Ch 4). A separate mystery

hovers over Mrs. Lestrange, an elegant, sphinx-like newcomer who visits Protheroe secretly and

whom Dr. Haydock quietly protects (Ch 3, 8).

On Thursday, a fake telephone summons draws Clement away to a supposedly dying

parishioner. Returning near seven, he passes Lawrence Redding leaving in a state of near-

madness, then finds Colonel Protheroe shot dead at the study writing-desk (Ch 5). Two clues

dominate: an unfinished note headed "6:20" saying Protheroe "cannot wait any longer," and a

clock overturned at 6:22. But the Vicarage study clock is habitually kept a quarter-hour fast, a

detail Inspector Slack refuses to hear. Dr. Haydock's examination places death earlier than the

surrendered confessions will claim, and rules out suicide (Ch 5, 7).

The investigation is driven by two false confessions. Lawrence Redding walks into the police

station, throws down his own Mauser pistol, and confesses (Ch 6). When the medical timeline

clears him, Anne Protheroe confesses in turn, claiming she took a pistol from her husband's

drawer (Ch 8), a claim disproved by the valet. Each lover is shielding the other, and both are

cleared. Colonel Melchett, the Chief Constable, and the abrasive Inspector Slack pursue

alternative suspects: Archer the vengeful poacher, Mrs. Lestrange the secretive visitor, and the

archaeologist "Dr. Stone," who is excavating a barrow on Protheroe's land.

Throughout, Miss Marple, an elderly spinster who watches the village from her garden and

treats human nature as a lifelong study, quietly insists the obvious answer is the true one. She

argues that Redding's agitated confession actually proves his innocence, that Anne carried no

weapon, and that the note and the note's timing are "all wrong" (Ch 6, 9, 26). She counts at least

seven people who might have wished Protheroe dead (Ch 9).

Evidence accumulates. Lettice Protheroe, Protheroe's vague, careless daughter, is caught having

planted Anne's earring in the study to incriminate her stepmother (Ch 22). "Dr. Stone" is

revealed as an impostor, unknown to the real archaeologist, and his assistant Gladys Cram is
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seen carrying a suitcase into the wood; the case is found to contain Protheroe's stolen silver,

cached for a substitution scheme that Protheroe's planned valuation would have exposed (Ch 21,

23). Handwriting experts prove that the "6:20" note was never written by Protheroe at all: it is a

forgery (Ch 27). Multiple villagers report a shot from the wood, at odds with the silent murder

in the study.

The threads seem to converge on the curate Hawes, a nervous man recovering from encephalitis

lethargica and secretly guilty of embezzling church funds. After Clement's uncharacteristically

fervent Sunday sermon, a hysterical voice telephones to confess. Clement finds Hawes drugged

and near death, an empty cachet box beside him, and a letter, apparently from Protheroe,

accusing an ordained priest (Ch 28-29). It appears Hawes murdered Protheroe to conceal his

embezzlement and has taken his own life in remorse.

Miss Marple dismantles this staging entirely. Her reconstruction (Ch 30) Lawrence Redding and

Anne Protheroe murdered Protheroe together. On an earlier visit Redding concealed his pistol

in a plant-pot in the study. Anne, deliberately carrying no handbag so witnesses would swear

she was unarmed, and pausing to speak to Miss Marple to fix her innocence, entered through

the study window, took the pistol, and shot the deaf Protheroe from behind using a silencer. She

then joined Redding in the garden studio, and the pair emerged "gay and natural," their very

cheerfulness a mistake for people who had supposedly just parted forever. Redding later

returned to plant the forged note, reset the fast clock to reinforce a false time, and pocket the

genuine letter Protheroe had been writing. He rigged a picric-acid explosion in the wood with a

slow fuse to provide a witnessed "shot" at 6:30 while the couple were in plain view, and then

staged his own theatrical false confession, knowing it would clear him once the timeline

collapsed. Finally, the pair tried to frame Hawes, substituting a poisoned cachet and planting the

incriminating letter, so his death would read as a murderer's suicide. Hawes survived only

because Clement's sermon moved him to confess his embezzlement before the poison took full

effect.

Because Miss Marple has no proof, she proposes a trap (Ch 31). Dr. Haydock, enraged by the

cowardly framing of the defenceless Hawes, telephones Redding to hint that a witness saw the

cachets switched. Redding's guilty conscience sends him to Old Hall to warn Anne, where two

of Melchett's officers overhear them confirm everything. Both are arrested and tried (Ch 32).

In the denouement, Lettice reveals that Mrs. Lestrange is her dying biological mother,

Protheroe's first wife, who came under an assumed name only to see her daughter, aided

throughout by the devoted Dr. Haydock. Inspector Slack receives the official credit; Miss

Marple wants none. Griselda reveals to Clement that she is expecting their first child, and Miss

Marple, who has already guessed, promises to keep the secret.
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5B THEMATIC FRAMEWORK

The themes below are the analyst's interpretation of the manuscript, grounded in specific scenes and arcs.

They are offered as analytical readings, not as facts stated by the text.

GO SSI P,  SUR VEI LLA NCE,  A ND THE VI LLAGE A S A N I NF O R MATI O N
NETWO R K
M A N U S C R I P T  E V I D E N C E :

St. Mary Mead is a community in which "everyone knows your most intimate affairs" (Ch 4). The afternoon tea circle

of Miss Marple, Miss Hartnell, Miss Wetherby, and Mrs. Price Ridley trades in scandal (Ch 2). Clement observes that

Miss Marple uses gardening and birdwatching "as good as a smoke screen" for constant observation (Ch 2). Clement is

"pounced upon" by Miss Hartnell the moment he leaves Mrs. Lestrange's gate (Ch 3), and remarks that villagers "must

eat their meals standing up by the window so as to be sure of not missing anything" (Ch 4). The three near-identical

letters from village women, each claiming urgent knowledge, dramatise the network in action (Ch 24-25).

Thematic argument: The book treats village gossip as both a moral failing and a genuine epistemological system. Idle

tittle-tattle is unkind, "but it so often true, isn't it?" (Ch 2). The same surveillance that torments the innocent also

preserves the evidence that solves the crime. The novel argues that nothing can be truly hidden in a small community,

and that this is at once oppressive and, in the hands of an acute observer, redemptive.

Reader resonance: Contemporary readers navigating a world of social media, constant observation, and reputational

exposure will recognise the double edge of a community that sees everything. The tension between privacy and

belonging is timeless.

Discoverable queries: "Agatha Christie novels about village gossip," "cozy mysteries set in small English villages,"

"Miss Marple St. Mary Mead first appearance," "books about small-town surveillance and secrets."

A PPEA R A NCE VER SUS R EA LI TY / THE UNR ELI A B I LI TY O F  SUR FACES
M A N U S C R I P T  E V I D E N C E :

Nearly every character conceals a truth beneath a false surface. Anne Protheroe, "a quiet, self-contained woman" with

"a suggestion of Caesar's wife," is revealed as a desperate, passionate lover and ultimately a murderer (Ch 3, 30).

Lawrence Redding, the charming young man who "does everything well" (Ch 4), is "one of those charming young men

who have no moral sense" (Ch 30). "Dr. Stone" is an impostor and thief (Ch 21, 23). Mrs. Lestrange, thought sinister

and possibly a blackmailer, is a dying mother seeking her child (Ch 32). Lettice's vagueness is "a pose"; underneath she

is "really rather practical" (Ch 4). Even the murder scene itself, with its note and clock, is an elaborate staging of false

surfaces (Ch 30).

Thematic argument: The novel argues that outward respectability, charm, and social role are systematically

untrustworthy, and that truth is reached only by refusing to take people "at their own valuation" (Ch 2). Miss Marple's

method rests on precisely this suspicion of surfaces.

Reader resonance: The gap between how people present themselves and who they are speaks to enduring anxieties

about deception, performance, and knowing whom to trust.

Discoverable queries: "mystery novels about hidden identities," "books where the charming character is the killer,"

"golden age detective fiction appearance vs reality."
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O R DI NA R Y HUMA N NATUR E A S THE KEY TO  CR I ME
M A N U S C R I P T  E V I D E N C E :

Miss Marple's lifelong "hobby" is Human Nature; she classifies people "just as though they were birds or flowers" (Ch

26) and solves problems by analogy to village parallels: Major Hargreaves and his secret second establishment, the

laundry-pin theft, the dishonest organist (Ch 11, 26). She argues "a tiny working model of a torpedo is just the same as

a real torpedo" (Ch 26). She insists that in real life "it is so often the obvious that is true" (Ch 30), rejecting the fiction

convention of the least likely suspect.

Thematic argument: The book proposes that murder is not exotic but a magnified instance of everyday human

motive, and that deep familiarity with ordinary people, not forensic brilliance, is the surest route to truth. Experience

of human wickedness in miniature equips the observer to read it at full scale.

Reader resonance: The idea that an underestimated, ordinary person possesses superior insight is deeply satisfying,

and the notion that human behaviour repeats in recognisable patterns flatters the reader's own observational instincts.

Discoverable queries: "how does Miss Marple solve crimes," "detective who understands human nature," "elderly

amateur detective novels," "books about reading people."

THE UNDER ESTI MATED WO MA N / AGE,  GENDER ,  A ND B EI NG
OVER LO O KED
M A N U S C R I P T  E V I D E N C E :

Melchett dismisses Miss Marple as a "wizened-up old maid" who "thinks she knows everything" (Ch 10, 27) and

wonders "What can she know of life?" (Ch 10). Slack compares her to a boot-shop assistant (Ch 26). Yet she is right on

every count, and Clement admits that if he set out on "a career of deceit, it would be of Miss Marple that I should be

afraid" (Ch 26). Her closing aphorism from Great Aunt Fanny frames the whole dynamic: "The young people think the

old people are fools; but the old people know the young people are fools" (Ch 31). At the resolution, the credit goes to

Inspector Slack while Miss Marple's role is deliberately erased, "she herself would have been horrified" otherwise (Ch

32).

Thematic argument: The novel argues that social invisibility, being an elderly, unmarried, provincial woman, is itself

a source of power: those who are dismissed observe freely and are never guarded against. It quietly indicts the male

authorities who cannot see past their own condescension.

Reader resonance: The vindication of an overlooked older woman against confident institutional men resonates

strongly with readers attuned to age and gender bias, and remains central to Miss Marple's enduring appeal.

Discoverable queries: "underestimated female detective," "elderly woman solves mystery police can't," "spinster

detective outsmarts inspector," "Miss Marple vs the police."
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JUSTI CE VER SUS MER CY / LAW VER SUS CO MPA SSI O N
M A N U S C R I P T  E V I D E N C E :

Protheroe embodies rigid justice: "if you catch him on the wrong side of the law, let the law punish him" (Ch 4).

Clement counters that his calling "obliges me to respect one quality above all others, the quality of mercy," and reflects

that he would be "sorry if the only plea I had to offer was that of justice" (Ch 4). Haydock advances a medical,

deterministic view of crime, "crime is a case for the doctor, not the policeman and not the parson" (Ch 14), and asks

whether he would shield a murderer (Ch 14). Melchett, "Chief Constable of the County before anything else," wants

Hawes saved only to be hanged (Ch 29), while Clement wonders if it might be "better if Hawes didn't recover" (Ch 29).

Thematic argument: The novel stages an unresolved argument between retributive justice, therapeutic compassion,

and Christian mercy, embodied respectively in Protheroe, Haydock, and Clement. Protheroe's death is, in part, the

death of merciless justice, and the book withholds easy endorsement of any single position.

Reader resonance: Debates over punishment versus rehabilitation, and over whether wrongdoing is chosen or

determined, remain live and urgent for modern readers.

Discoverable queries: "justice vs mercy in detective fiction," "is crime a disease or a choice," "capital punishment

themes golden age mystery."

CO NCEA LED LOVE A ND THE CO R R O SI VE SECR ET LI F E
M A N U S C R I P T  E V I D E N C E :

The central engine of the plot is the hidden affair between Anne Protheroe and Lawrence Redding (Ch 3). Griselda

confesses her own prior love for Redding, kept secret from her husband (Ch 24), prompting Clement's private

nightmare of suspicion. Mrs. Lestrange conceals her identity as Lettice's mother and Protheroe's first wife (Ch 32).

Hawes conceals his embezzlement. Miss Marple's stock of parallel cases, secret establishments, hidden debts, is a

catalogue of double lives (Ch 11, 26). Protheroe's own churchwarden respectability is repeatedly floated as a possible

mask (Ch 16).

Thematic argument: The book argues that hidden passions and concealed histories are the true fault-lines beneath a

placid community, and that the pressure to keep secrets, romantic, financial, familial, is what ultimately produces both

the crime and its misdirections.

Reader resonance: The secret life, the respectable exterior over a hidden emotional truth, is a perennial source of

fascination and taps enduring readerly interest in scandal and repression.

Discoverable queries: "affair as motive for murder mystery," "secret double lives in Agatha Christie," "respectable

village dark secrets novels."

P E R I VA N E

The Murder at the Vicarage Master Book Reference · Perivane v1.99 (c31a052) · rendered v1.99 (da19f63) · 2026-08-01 19:35 UTC 51 / 105



THE FA LLI B LE NA R R ATO R  A ND THE LI MI TS O F  THE SYMPATHETI C
O B SER VER
M A N U S C R I P T  E V I D E N C E :

Clement repeatedly misreads events: he assumes Redding loves Lettice (Ch 3), dismisses Anne's remark that the

handwriting is not her husband's (Ch 27), misinterprets Miss Marple's glance at Griselda (Ch 3), and confesses he had

"entirely misread her meaning" (Ch 3). Griselda tells him, "You'd believe me whatever I said" (Ch 24), and he closes

that chapter with the naked question, "But did I?" His moment of temptation, whether to name Hawes or protect him,

is a study in a decent man's uncertainty (Ch 28).

Thematic argument: By filtering the mystery through a kindly, self-aware, but consistently mistaken narrator, the

novel argues that goodwill and intelligence are not enough to see truly; only the disciplined suspicion of a Miss

Marple penetrates. The narrator's fallibility is the reader's, and it structures the book's misdirection.

Reader resonance: Readers enjoy being outpaced by the detective while sharing the narrator's blind spots, and the

humane, imperfect observer invites identification and forgiveness.

Discoverable queries: "unreliable narrator detective fiction," "vicar narrator murder mystery," "books narrated by

someone who misreads the clues."

CLER GY, FA I TH, A ND THE CO MI C- SER I O US TEX TUR E O F  PA R I SH LI F E
M A N U S C R I P T  E V I D E N C E :

The Vicarage is the literal and moral centre of the book. Clement's world is one of C.E.M.S. addresses, quarrelling

flower-arrangers, sweet-sucking choirboys, and a touchy organist (Ch 4). His fervent, uncharacteristic sermon, "This

night thy soul shall be required of thee", becomes the providential instrument that saves Hawes (Ch 26, 30). The High

Church curate Hawes and the ritual-opposing Protheroe embody a live doctrinal tension (Ch 1). Clement's

meditations on mercy, sin, and duty are woven through the investigation (Ch 4, 14).

Thematic argument: The novel uses the clerical setting to hold comedy and moral seriousness in balance: parish life

is petty and absurd, yet the questions it raises, sin, judgment, mercy, forgiveness, are the same questions the murder

forces to the surface. Faith is treated affectionately and ironically rather than piously.

Reader resonance: The English parish as a microcosm of human folly and grace has enduring charm, and readers

value the blend of gentle comedy with genuine ethical weight.

Discoverable queries: "vicar detective cozy mystery," "murder mystery set in a vicarage," "English parish life fiction

with murder," "clergyman amateur sleuth novels."
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

A chapter-by-chapter map of the manuscript, delivered as a separate companion

document.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Open the companion file when you need chapter-level detail: verifying a marketing claim, briefing an

audiobook narrator, answering a reader's question.

SHIPS SEPARATELY

6A COMPANION DOCUMENT POINTER

Companion document. The chapter-by-chapter reference ships as a separate file; this

section points to it so the numbered sequence stays whole.

33 CHAPTERS

each with its full per-unit apparatus.

CONTINUITY & QUALITY VERIFICATION

(Stage 1.5) the cross-manuscript consistency pass.

USE IT FOR:

continuity on sequels and adaptation, and as

feedstock for generating marketing assets.

6. Chapter Reference
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

Every named character with role, arc, and relationships: the continuity reference for

sequels, adaptations, and marketing.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Continuity insurance. Check it before writing anything that names a character (sequel, ad script,

interview answer), and hand it to a cover designer, narrator, or screenwriter so they can work without

reading the whole book.

7A CHARACTERS

Characters are ordered by narrative significance: protagonist and narrator first, then principal players, allies,

suspects, and functional minor figures. All physical, temperamental, and arc details are drawn from the
manuscript and Chapter Reference, with chapter cites given for manuscript facts.

LEO NA R D "LEN" CLEMENT ( CA LLED "LEN" B Y GR I SELDA , "CLEMENT"
B Y MELCHETT A ND I N PR O THER O E'S NO TE,  "PA DR E" B Y R EDDI NG,
"DEA R  VI CA R " B Y THE PA R I SH WO MEN; F ULL NA ME "LEO NA R D
CLEMENT" GI VEN CH 26)
ROLE Protagonist / first-person narrator

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 1

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

No direct physical description is given anywhere in the manuscript; the narrator never describes his own appearance.

He is established as considerably older than his wife, "nearly twenty years" her senior (Ch 1), placing him in middle

age. He cannot ride a bicycle (Ch 4) and has never learned to (Ch 13). He is the vicar of St. Mary Mead and wears

clerical dress ("unbecoming to my cloth," Ch 1).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Dry, self-deprecating, and ironic in narration, with a habitual undercutting of his own pomposity. He holds firm

opinions about clerical celibacy and the proper conduct of a parson's wife, yet married impulsively after "twenty-four

hours' acquaintance" (Ch 1). World-weary in his realism: "At my time of life, one knows that the worst is usually true"

(Ch 1). He is a poor reader of the people closest to him, a pattern he repeatedly acknowledges (misjudging Redding's

interest, Miss Marple's glance, Anne Protheroe, Ch 3). He values mercy above justice, a conviction stated directly to

Protheroe (Ch 4) and central to his clerical identity. He is capable of wounded pride (nursing his grievance against

Slack over the clock, Ch 6, 11) and of quiet moral courage (defending Griselda "like an angry tiger," Ch 3; withholding

the murderer's name in a moment he calls "the strongest temptation of my life," Ch 28). He resists mysticism and

generalization (Ch 15, 23). His narration is fond of parenthetical irony and gentle satire of village life.

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Begins as a settled, mildly discontented clergyman who jokes that anyone murdering Protheroe "would be doing the

world at large a service" (Ch 1) → discovers the affair between Redding and Anne (Ch 3), then the body in his own

study (Ch 5) → becomes an active but often outpaced investigator, gathering evidence (the earring Ch 20/22, the picric

7. Character Bible
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acid crystal Ch 23/25, the suitcase Ch 23) and comparing notes with Miss Marple → delivers an uncharacteristic

revivalist sermon that unknowingly saves Hawes's life (Ch 26, 30) → experiences a private nightmare suspicion of his

own wife (Ch 30) → ends in warmth, learning of Griselda's pregnancy and declaring himself "wildly, hopelessly and

quite unclerically crazy about you" (Ch 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

G R I S E L D A  ( W I F E ) :

The central relationship of his personal life; affectionate, teasing, complicated by an age gap and by her admitted

habit of concealment. His jealousy is a known trait she exploits and fears (Ch 24). Deepens into joyful anticipation

of parenthood (Ch 32).

M I S S  M A R P L E  ( N E I G H B O U R / C O L L A B O R A T O R ) :

Grows from wary respect ("I rather like Miss Marple," Ch 1) into genuine intellectual partnership; he calls her the

one person he would fear if he set out on "a career of deceit" (Ch 26).

C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E  ( P A R I S H I O N E R / V I C T I M ) :

Antagonistic; the object of his careless death-wish and of a moral dispute over justice and mercy (Ch 4).

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G  ( P A R I S H I O N E R ) :

Pastoral and paternal; Len urges him to leave the village and promises to look after Anne (Ch 4), only to learn he is

the murderer.

H A W E S  ( C U R A T E ) :

Pastoral, increasingly watchful; Len's sermon indirectly saves his life (Ch 30).

D E N N I S  ( N E P H E W ) :

Affectionate, exasperated guardianship.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants order in his parish and household and to see the truth of the murder established. Needs, beneath his self-

deprecation, to be a good pastor and a beloved husband. These conflict when pastoral discretion (protecting Anne's

name, Ch 6; shielding Archer, Ch 15) collides with the demands of the investigation.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

A wry, humane, self-mocking narrator whose gentle irony makes him the perfect companion through a village murder.

Readers love a detective's chronicler who is fallible, funny, and quietly wise, and who admits he is usually two steps

behind the real genius next door.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

As the vicar of St. Mary Mead, he is the natural recurring narrator and Watson-figure for Miss Marple's world. New

parish crises, his impending fatherhood, and his ongoing double act with Miss Marple all extend beyond this book.

JA NE MA R PLE ( MI SS MA R PLE; "AUNT JA NE" TO  R AYMO ND WEST)
ROLE Protagonist / amateur detective

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 1 (named as tea guest); appears in person Chapter 2

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A white-haired old lady with a gentle, appealing manner" (Ch 2). Described as fragile in appearance (Ch 9) and, when

agitated, "very pink and slightly incoherent" (Ch 17) or "looking rather old and frail" (Ch 26). She wears a "very fine

Shetland shawl" over head and shoulders and a lace fichu (Ch 26). Elderly; exact age not specified in the manuscript.

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :
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Gentle, diffident, and self-deprecating in manner, concealing a formidable and precise intelligence. She habitually

prefaces her sharpest deductions with modesty ("I've no doubt I am quite wrong. I'm so stupid about these things," Ch

23; "I know that I am very often rather foolish," Ch 6). Her method is analogical: she solves crimes by matching them

to parallels in village life, which she frames as intuition, "like reading a word without having to spell it out" (Ch 11).

She studies "Human Nature" as a lifelong hobby, classifying people "just as though they were birds or flowers" (Ch 26),

and holds a settled, unsentimental view of human wickedness: idle gossip "so often true, isn't it?" (Ch 2). She suspects

everybody "just a little" (Ch 16). She uses gardening and birdwatching as cover for surveillance (Ch 2), and misses

nothing. Beneath the acuity is genuine kindness and discretion, shown in her care for Hawes's safety (Ch 29) and her

keeping of Griselda's secret (Ch 32).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as "the worst cat in the village" per Griselda but credited by Len with humour and reliability (Ch 1) →
establishes herself as the sharpest observer at the tea table and the eyewitness to the crucial garden movements (Ch 2,

9) → is briefly thrown off by Redding's false confession, which makes her believe him innocent (Ch 30) → works in

growing partnership with Len, flagging the note as "all wrong" (Ch 11, 26) → has her decisive insight on seeing the

palm in the pot and recalling the "wrong sort of stone" (Ch 30) → names Redding and Anne as the murderers,

reconstructs the entire crime, and proposes the trap that secures their conviction (Ch 30, 31, 32) → ends serene, credit-

shy, and quietly triumphant, unbothered that Inspector Slack takes public credit.

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L E N  C L E M E N T  ( C O L L A B O R A T O R ) :

Her intellectual foil and chronicler; a partnership of mutual, understated respect.

R A Y M O N D  W E S T  ( N E P H E W ) :

Fond but pointed; she tolerates his metropolitan condescension and quietly bests him, closing the book with Great

Aunt Fanny's maxim that "the old people know the young people are fools" (Ch 31).

C O L O N E L  M E L C H E T T  ( S K E P T I C - T U R N E D - C O N V E R T ) :

He dismisses her as a "wizened-up old maid" (Ch 10) before being forced to concede her solution is "the only way

the thing could have happened" (Ch 30).

T H E  V I L L A G E  W O M E N  ( H A R T N E L L ,  W E T H E R B Y ,  P R I C E  R I D L E Y ) :

Peers in the gossip network, though she is its most dangerous and accurate member.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to test whether her method of solving small village mysteries can crack "a really big mystery" (Ch 26) and to see

truth and justice served. Needs proof before she will speak, a scruple she states explicitly: "One's own belief, even so

strong as to amount to knowledge, is not the same as proof " (Ch 30). Her restraint nearly costs Hawes his life, a cost

she acknowledges (Ch 30).

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The debut of one of detective fiction's most beloved figures: a deceptively frail spinster whose knitting-needle mind

out-reasons every professional in the county. Her genius, hidden behind teacups and gardening gloves, is irresistible.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

This is Miss Marple's first full-length outing; her method, her village, and her partnership with the vicar are all

established as an ongoing engine. She is built for a series.
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GR I SELDA CLEMENT
ROLE Ally / the narrator's wife

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 1

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"Most distractingly pretty" (Ch 1), nearly twenty years younger than her husband (Ch 1), placing her at roughly

twenty-five (Len reflects that "twenty years ago Griselda was five years old," Ch 25). Raymond West calls her "the

perfect Greuze" (Ch 26), a reference to the painter's idealized young women. She is being painted by Lawrence

Redding in a heavy, high-fur-collared cloak (Ch 3).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Playful, irreverent, and incapable of taking parish life seriously; she "treats the parish as a kind of huge joke arranged

for her amusement" (Ch 1). A cheerfully self-confessed poor housekeeper who has calculated that a bad cook keeps a

cheap maid (Ch 10). Quick, socially perceptive, and warm, with a talent for reading emotional states (her account of

Anne's terror, Ch 6). She admits she enjoys concealment: "I've always been able to hide things. In a way, I like doing it"

(Ch 24). She is not catty (she compliments Lettice's figure without malice, Ch 10) and reacts with genuine,

uncharacteristic distress when village gossip turns cruel (Ch 11). She married Len because winning a man who

disapproved of her "made me feel so powerful" (Ch 1).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the teasing, incompetent young wife (Ch 1) → becomes an active sounding-board and amateur analyst in

the investigation, notably arguing Redding's innocence from the clock evidence (Ch 6) and intuiting that the crime was

designed to frame Anne (Ch 11) → confesses a past romantic attachment to Lawrence Redding, concealed from Len

before their marriage (Ch 24) → is briefly the object of Len's nightmare suspicion and of an anonymous letter placing

her at Redding's cottage; the innocent explanation (a prank phone call with Dennis) emerges in the solution (Ch 30) →
ends by revealing her pregnancy and resolving to become "a real 'wife and mother'" (Ch 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L E N  ( H U S B A N D ) :

Affectionate sparring partner; she needles him deliberately but adores him, and closes the book eliciting his most

unguarded declaration of love (Ch 32).

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G :

A prior, concealed infatuation ("rather in love with him" before her marriage, Ch 24); by the events of the book she

observes he no longer notices her, being absorbed in Anne.

D E N N I S :

Near-contemporaries in temperament; co-conspirator in the prank telephone call (Ch 30).

M I S S  M A R P L E :

Fond antagonism ("nasty old cat," Ch 3) that warms into collaboration.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants amusement, freedom from drudgery, and her husband's devotion. Needs, by the book's end, to reconcile her

flippancy with impending motherhood, which she approaches with characteristic self-mocking humour.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

A sparkling, thoroughly modern young wife whose wit lights up every scene and whose secret history briefly makes

her a suspect in her own home. She gives the novel its warmth and its comic heart.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :
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Her pregnancy and new resolve toward domesticity open a next chapter of the Clement household; as the vicar's wife

she remains a fixture of the village world.

CO LO NEL LUCI US PR O THER O E ( F O R ENA ME LUCI US,  CH 3,  22;
R EVEA LED TO  B E ESTELLE LESTR A NGE'S F O R MER  HUSB A ND)
ROLE Antagonist (as victim) / the murdered man

F I R S T  A P P E A R A N C E :

Referenced Chapter 1; appears in person Chapter 4; found dead Chapter 5

Physical Description:

"Red faced, hearty, self-righteous" (Ch 20). Slightly deaf, and raises his voice accordingly, speaking loudly enough that

his announcements are overheard by "half the village" (Ch 4, 5). Found "sprawled across my writing table in a horrible

unnatural position," shot through the head at close quarters (Ch 5). He is a magistrate and churchwarden. Haydock

knew him nearly twenty years earlier in Westmorland (Ch 25).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Pompous, officious, and universally disliked; "Nobody liked him" (Melchett, Ch 7). A "great opposer of ritual in any

form" (Ch 1) and a magistrate who prides himself on strict justice without mercy: "Why should a man escape the

consequences of his acts just because he whines about his wife and children?" (Ch 4). He enjoys making trouble and

seized on Mrs. Price Ridley's pound-note complaint to demand an audit of the church accounts, implying the vicar's

"defalcations" (Ch 1). Blustering, mean, and quick-tempered (per Redding, Ch 4). Beneath the public rectitude he

concealed a secret, contested past with Mrs. Lestrange, whom he refused and forbade to see Lettice (Ch 19, 32).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Established through others' loathing as the man everyone wishes gone (Ch 1) → appears briefly in high self-righteous

form, sentencing poachers and lecturing the vicar on firmness (Ch 4) → is shot in the vicar's study while writing a

letter, at roughly 6:20 (Ch 5, 30) → posthumously revealed as the target of a calculated murder by Lawrence Redding

and his own wife Anne, and as a man with a buried marital history (Ch 30, 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

A N N E  P R O T H E R O E  ( S E C O N D  W I F E ) :

A miserable marriage; she confesses she "hated him for a long time" (Ch 8) and conspires in his death.

L E T T I C E  P R O T H E R O E  ( D A U G H T E R ) :

Estranged and cold; she says many people wanted to murder him and she had sometimes wanted to herself (Ch 6).

M R S .  L E S T R A N G E  /  E S T E L L E  ( F I R S T  W I F E ) :

A buried, bitter history; he refused her dying request to see their daughter and forbade contact (Ch 19, 32).

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G :

Barred him from Old Hall over the bathing-dress portrait of Lettice (Ch 2); ultimately his murderer.

L E N  C L E M E N T :

Antagonistic parishioner; their dispute over justice versus mercy is a moral centrepiece (Ch 4).

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wanted authority, deference, and the enforcement of his own rectitude; needed the importance denied him at home,

which (per Griselda) drove his fuss-making (Ch 1). His refusal to grant his dying first wife access to their daughter

directly precipitates the emotional undercurrents of the plot.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :
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The perfect victim: so thoroughly disliked that half the village had a motive, opening the widest possible field of

suspects. His death is a relief to everyone and a puzzle to solve.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

None as a character (deceased). His estate, will, and the disposition of Old Hall to Anne, with a settlement for Lettice,

are resolved within this book (Ch 22).

A NNE PR O THER O E
R O L E :

Antagonist (concealed) / co-conspirator; presents as ally and suspect

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 2; appears in person Chapter 3

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A brown-haired woman with a pale face and very deep set grey eyes" (Ch 3); "a remarkably handsome woman in a

rather unusual style" (Ch 2). Normally quiet and self-contained, "a suggestion of Caesar's wife about" her, but

transformed when roused into "a quick-breathing, desperate creature," so that Len realizes for the first time she is

beautiful (Ch 3). Colonel Protheroe's second wife, married about five years before the events (Ch 2).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Outwardly composed, controlled, and honest-seeming; Len twice judges her "a very honest woman" (Ch 22). Capable

of blunt self-possession, confessing to murder "rather bluntly" and refusing hysterics (Ch 8). Beneath the calm runs

deep, desperate feeling: "I've been miserable with Lucius from the beginning… I wish he were dead" (Ch 3). She is

entirely under Lawrence Redding's influence, which Miss Marple identifies as the key to her actions (Ch 30). She

stages her own apparent innocence with care (carrying no handbag, pausing to be seen by Miss Marple) and lies about

the pistol's origin (Ch 8). Determined and self-directed in her stated aim to "find out the truth" (Ch 22), a pose that

conceals her guilt.

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the seemingly cold, self-contained wife (Ch 2) → revealed in the studio embrace to be passionately in

love with Redding and openly wishing her husband dead (Ch 3) → makes a false confession to shield Redding (Ch 8),

which is disbelieved and appears to clear her → invites Miss Cram to Old Hall, plans to remain six months then marry

Lawrence, and presents as a grieving, truth-seeking widow (Ch 22) → is unmasked by Miss Marple as the actual

shooter, having retrieved the hidden pistol and killed her deaf husband from behind (Ch 30) → is caught by the

overheard conversation at Old Hall and tried alongside Redding (Ch 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G  ( L O V E R  /  C O - C O N S P I R A T O R ) :

The governing relationship of her arc; she is his instrument and his accomplice, willing to do "anything he told

her" (Ch 30).

C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E  ( H U S B A N D  /  V I C T I M ) :

A hated marriage she ends by murder.

L E T T I C E  ( S T E P D A U G H T E R ) :

Mutual dislike; Lettice suspects her from the first and plants an earring to incriminate her (Ch 32).

L E N  C L E M E N T :

Confides in him as pastor (Ch 3, 8), using his sympathy and discretion.

O B J E C T I V E S :
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Wants escape from her marriage and union with Redding; needs Protheroe removed because Redding "is not the kind

of young man who would dream of running away with a penniless woman" (Ch 30). Her desire and her method

converge in murder.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The still-waters heroine whose composure hides a passion, and a guilt, no one suspects. Her double confession and her

cool performance as the grieving widow make her one of the novel's great deceptions.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

None; convicted and tried at the book's close.

LAWR ENCE R EDDI NG ( CA LLED "PA DR E"-A DDR ESSER  TO  LEN; "MR .
R EDDI NG")
R O L E :

Antagonist (the murderer) / presents as ally and self-accused suspect

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 2; appears in person Chapter 4

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

About thirty years of age, with dark hair and "brilliant, almost startling blue eyes" (Ch 4); later, "his handsome head

thrown back, his Irish blue eyes appealing" (Ch 19). Believed to have Irish blood. An artist "not, at all, one's idea of the

typical artist" (Ch 4). Good at games, an excellent shot, a good amateur actor, a first-rate storyteller, able to make any

party go (Ch 4). Owns a Mauser pistol, a war souvenir, later the murder weapon (Ch 4, 5).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Charming, capable, and superficially warm, concealing what Miss Marple names as a complete absence of moral

sense: "One of those charming young men who have no moral sense" (Ch 30). A gifted actor, which he deploys in

impersonating a woman's voice on the telephone and in his theatrical false confession (Ch 30). Under pressure he can

appear "on the point of going mad," deathly white and twitching (Ch 5), a performance Len takes at face value. He

professes noble self-sacrifice ("If Anne had done this ghastly thing, I was, at least, morally responsible," Ch 12) while in

truth manipulating every appearance. Intelligent, calculating, and ruthless, willing to frame the defenceless Hawes for

his crime (Ch 30).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the attractive young artist forbidden Old Hall over the portrait of Lettice (Ch 2) → discovered kissing

Anne Protheroe and urged by Len to leave the village, which he agrees to do (Ch 3, 4) → after the murder, gives

himself up with the pistol in a false confession that establishes his apparent innocence once the timeline clears him (Ch

6, 12) → poses as an amateur detective working "for Anne's sake" (Ch 16), all the while having engineered the crime →
attempts to murder Hawes with a poisoned cachet to frame him posthumously (Ch 30) → is named by Miss Marple as

the murderer, trapped into a rash visit to Old Hall, overheard, and tried with Anne (Ch 30, 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

A N N E  P R O T H E R O E  ( L O V E R  /  A C C O M P L I C E ) :

The partnership at the heart of the crime; she is his devoted instrument.

C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E  ( V I C T I M ) :

The obstacle he removes.

L E N  C L E M E N T :
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Cultivates the vicar's goodwill and pastoral trust as cover.

H A W E S :

His intended scapegoat, targeted with cold cruelty (Ch 30).

L E T T I C E  P R O T H E R O E :

He used her as social cover for his meetings with Anne; she loathes him by the end (Ch 22).

G R I S E L D A :

A past object of her infatuation, now unnoticed by him.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants Anne and the financial freedom to have her; needs Protheroe dead and a scapegoat in place to escape suspicion.

His charm and theatrical skill are the tools of both his romance and his crime.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The golden young man everyone likes and no one suspects: the double-bluff confession that clears him is one of the

great sleights of Golden Age detection. His amorality behind the charm makes him a chilling reveal.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

None; convicted and tried at the book's close.

LETTI CE PR O THER O E
ROLE Secondary / suspect and wild card

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 2

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A pretty girl, very tall and fair and completely vague" (Ch 2), with short fair hair (Ch 22). Habitually "wraithlike,"

drifting rather than walking (Ch 2, 32). She favours pale colours over mourning, appearing in pale green after her

father's death (Ch 22). She was the subject of Redding's portrait "in her bathing dress" (Ch 2).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Dreamy, scattered, and seemingly amoral on the surface, forgetting days of the week and losing possessions constantly

(Ch 2). Beneath the vagueness she is, per Miss Marple, "not always very scrupulous" and "acting upon" a definite idea

(Ch 6, 9); Lawrence too believes "all that vague stuff is a pose" concealing a practical, vindictive streak (Ch 4). Capable

of shocking coolness: "if father would be decent and die, I should be all right" (Ch 2) and "There are times when I'd

have liked to do it myself " (Ch 6). Len ultimately judges her "morally colour blind" (Ch 32). Yet she is loyal in her

way, driven by love for her mother and hatred of her stepmother.

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the vague, minx-like daughter at odds with her father over the portrait (Ch 2) → treated as a possible

motive and suspect, deliberately planting Anne's earring in the study to incriminate her (Ch 20, 22, 32) → confesses the

earring plant to Len, framing it as jealousy (Ch 22) → finally reveals the deeper truth: she has long suspected Anne, and

Mrs. Lestrange is her dying biological mother, with whom she secretly met on the murder evening and whom she

protected by slashing an old portrait (Ch 32) → resolves to go abroad with her mother for whatever time remains.

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

M R S .  L E S T R A N G E  /  E S T E L L E  ( M O T H E R ) :

The revealed emotional core of her character; "She and I belong to each other" (Ch 32). She protects her mother

from suspicion.
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C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E  ( F A T H E R ) :

Estranged and resented; "Men like father never see an inch before their noses!" (Ch 32).

A N N E  ( S T E P M O T H E R ) :

Long-standing hatred, expressed by planting evidence against her.

D E N N I S :

He is infatuated with her; she is careless of his feelings but offers Len a rare note of remorse, advising him to send

Dennis away (Ch 22).

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants freedom, money, and, most deeply, connection with her lost mother. Needs to shield Mrs. Lestrange from the

investigation, which motivates her seemingly perverse actions (the earring, the slashed portrait). Her surface vagueness

conceals a clear, protective purpose.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The dreamy, unreadable daughter whose casual talk of wishing her father dead makes her a prime suspect, and whose

real secret, a dying mother in disguise, delivers the novel's most poignant twist.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

Departs abroad with her dying mother; her future beyond that journey is an open thread, though her mother's

imminent death closes the immediate arc.

ESTELLE LESTR A NGE ( MR S.  LESTR A NGE; R EVEA LED A S LETTI CE'S
MO THER  A ND THE F I R ST MR S.  PR O THER O E; I NI TI A LS "E.  P."  O N THE
ATTI C TR UNK, CH 22)
ROLE Secondary / mystery figure (red herring)

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 1; appears in person Chapter 3

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A very tall woman," with gold hair "with a tinge of red in it," dark eyebrows and eyelashes (possibly artificial), and

"the most curious eyes I have ever seen, they were almost golden in shade" (Ch 3). "Something Sphinxlike about her

face when it was in repose"; perfectly dressed, with the ease of a well-bred woman, yet "something about her that was

incongruous and baffling," prompting the word sinister (Ch 3). Later she wears "dead black material" that shows off

"the extraordinary fairness of her skin," her face "curiously dead" but for "burningly alive" eyes (Ch 15). She is

terminally ill, given a month at most to live (Ch 25).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Composed, controlled, and enigmatic, speaking "very slowly and thoughtfully, seeming to weigh each word" (Ch 15).

Guards her privacy absolutely, refusing to reveal the nature of her visit to Protheroe even under Slack's pressure and

open threat (Ch 15). Carries a settled bitterness toward men: "Most people, most men, at any rate, are out for their own

hand" (Ch 15). Beneath the mystery is a dying mother's desperate love for the daughter she was forbidden to see;

Lettice calls her "a desperate kind of person" who "doesn't count consequences" (Ch 32). She has "chosen my part" and

faces her fate with dignity (Ch 15).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the glamorous, mysterious newcomer who "hardly ever goes outside" her cottage, fuel for village

speculation (Ch 1) → visits Protheroe the night before the murder in a bitter, overheard quarrel (Ch 8, 19) → becomes

Slack's prime suspect under a blackmail theory (Ch 17) → shielded by Haydock, who reveals she is his old friend and a
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dying woman who came to his house on the murder evening (Ch 25) → finally revealed as Lettice's biological mother

and Protheroe's first wife, who came under an assumed name to see her daughter before dying (Ch 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L E T T I C E  ( D A U G H T E R ) :

The buried emotional truth of the plot; she came to the village solely to see her before dying.

C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E  ( F O R M E R  H U S B A N D ) :

He refused her dying request to see Lettice and forbade contact, "a beast" in Lettice's account (Ch 32).

D R .  H A Y D O C K  ( O L D  F R I E N D  /  P R O T E C T O R ) :

He was "keen about her once" and still is, and shields her throughout, even fearing at times she might be the

murderer (Ch 25, 32).

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to see her daughter one last time before death; needs to do so without exposing herself to gossip or to the wound

of her past marriage, which drives her secrecy and her refusal to explain herself. Her mystery is entirely in service of a

private, tender purpose.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The sinister stranger who turns out to be the novel's most sympathetic figure: a dying mother in disguise, seeking a

final glimpse of her child. Her enigma anchors the mystery and her revelation supplies its emotional payoff.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

Departs abroad with Lettice; her imminent death closes her story within this book.

CO LO NEL MELCHETT
ROLE Ally / Chief Constable of the county

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 6; appears in person Chapter 7

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A dapper little man with a habit of snorting suddenly and unexpectedly," with red hair and "rather keen bright blue

eyes" (Ch 7); wears a leather motoring coat, stands "legs wide apart, stroking his closely-cropped moustache" (Ch 27).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Bluff, military, and conventionally minded, adopting a manner "he had an idea was attractive to elderly ladies" (Ch 9).

Impatient with theory and psychology, dismissing them as "namby pambyism" (Ch 29), and initially condescending

toward Miss Marple as a "wizened-up old maid" (Ch 10). Yet fundamentally fair-minded and humane: "Live and let

live," he says of Protheroe's harshness (Ch 27). He is open enough to change his mind, ultimately conceding Miss

Marple's solution is "the only way the thing could have happened" (Ch 30). Determined to keep the case local and out

of Scotland Yard's hands, backing Slack (Ch 12).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Arrives as the presiding authority, confident in the confession and the physical evidence (Ch 7) → increasingly baffled

as confessions multiply and evidence fails to cohere, sensing "there's something behind it" (Ch 12) → resists Miss

Marple's reasoning but is worn down by it (Ch 9, 30) → delivers the forgery revelation about Protheroe's note (Ch 27)

→ reluctantly accepts Miss Marple's full solution and helps arrange the trap that convicts the murderers (Ch 30, 31,

32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :
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I N S P E C T O R  S L A C K  ( S U B O R D I N A T E ) :

Backs him publicly and lets him take official credit, while privately disagreeing with him over the case (Ch 11).

M I S S  M A R P L E  ( S K E P T I C - T U R N E D - C O N V E R T ) :

Dismisses, then is defeated by, her reasoning.

L E N  C L E M E N T  ( C O N F I D A N T ) :

Treats the vicar as a sounding board and social equal.

D R .  H A Y D O C K :

Relies on his medical evidence and enlists him for the trap.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants a clean, locally solved case and a hanged murderer; needs, in spite of himself, to set aside his prejudices and

accept truth from an unlikely source. His institutional certainty is repeatedly overturned by the facts.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The blustering Chief Constable who embodies official complacency and provides the perfect foil for Miss Marple's

quiet genius, his grudging conversion is one of the book's satisfactions.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

As county Chief Constable he is a natural recurring authority figure for the village's crimes.

I NSPECTO R  SLACK
ROLE Antagonist (in manner) / investigating officer

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 5

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A dark man, restless and energetic in manner, with black eyes that snapped ceaselessly" (Ch 5). The narrator notes he

strives to contradict his name: never was a man less slack.

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

"Rude and overbearing in the extreme" (Ch 5), zealous, and industrious; he "believe[s] in hard work" (Ch 13). He has

attained his position "through hard work and zealous attention to duty," which has left him no time for humour (Ch

14). He silences the vicar repeatedly over the clock (Ch 5), dislikes Len personally, and is contemptuous of doctors and

of women's reasoning (Ch 11). His interest in the case is pragmatic, fixed on what can be proven in court rather than on

truth (Ch 25). He is capable of genial expansiveness after a glass of vintage port (Ch 17). Methodical and dogged, but

consistently wrong-footed by the very evidence he gathers.

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Arrives to seize on the note and the clock and construct a swift, false theory (Ch 5) → refuses the vicar's correction and

is thereby led astray (Ch 5, 6) → doggedly checks alibis, traces the telephone calls to their sources, and pursues Mrs.

Lestrange under a blackmail theory (Ch 13, 17) → uncovers the "Dr. Stone" robbery and the hidden suitcase of silver

(Ch 23, 25) → is ultimately handed the solution and receives full official credit for the arrests, his zeal publicly praised

while Miss Marple's role goes unmentioned (Ch 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

C O L O N E L  M E L C H E T T  ( S U P E R I O R ) :

A working disagreement over the case; Melchett shields him from Scotland Yard.
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L E N  C L E M E N T :

Mutual dislike, thawing slightly over the course of the investigation (Ch 17).

M I S S  M A R P L E :

He dismisses her and "these elderly ladies," yet she is always right (Ch 12).

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants convictions he can secure in court and professional advancement; needs, though he never grasps it, the humility

to listen. His refusal to hear the vicar out over the clock is the engine of much of the early misdirection.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The abrasive, tireless professional whose competence is undone by his arrogance, the classic Golden Age policeman

who does the legwork while the amateur does the thinking.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

Established as the county's working inspector; a natural recurring foil.

DR .  HAYDO CK
ROLE Ally / police surgeon and the vicar's friend

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 2; appears in person Chapter 5

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A good fellow, a big, fine, strapping man with an honest, rugged face" (Ch 5). As the case wears on he looks "worried

and haggard… aged out of all knowledge" (Ch 16), "tired and haggard" (Ch 31).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Warm, humane, and unshowy, "not a man who ever shows his feelings" (Ch 29). Holds unconventional, deterministic

views on crime as a medical rather than moral matter: "I honestly believe crime is a case for the doctor, not the

policeman and not the parson" (Ch 14). Reliable and truthful in his professional evidence, "a very upright man" whose

time-of-death testimony is "absolutely truthful" (Ch 30). Fiercely protective of the vulnerable, "a lame dog of any kind

can always count on Haydock's sympathy" (Ch 31). His abstract theories collapse into "sheer primitive rage" when

confronted with the real cruelty of Redding's attempt to frame Hawes (Ch 31). Torn throughout by his loyalty to Mrs.

Lestrange, which strains his friendship with the vicar (Ch 25).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Establishes the medical facts that first undermine Redding's confession, the congealed blood ruling out the claimed

time (Ch 7) → grows visibly troubled and evasive, shielding Mrs. Lestrange from the inquest and the police (Ch 16,

25) → reveals to Len that she is a dying woman and his old friend, and hints cryptically that "no one will be hanged"

(Ch 25) → saves Hawes's life against his own stated wish, then, roused to fury by the framing, agrees to work the trap

(Ch 29, 31) → is finally revealed as the long-devoted protector of Mrs. Lestrange, complicit only in mercy (Ch 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

M R S .  L E S T R A N G E  /  E S T E L L E  ( O L D  F R I E N D ,  O N C E  B E L O V E D ) :

The source of his secrecy and distress; he shields her to the last.

L E N  C L E M E N T  ( F R I E N D ) :

A friendship of mutual respect, tested by the secrets each withholds (Ch 25).

H A W E S  ( P A T I E N T ) :

Saves his life and champions him as a victim of disease and of Redding's cruelty.
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C O L O N E L  M E L C H E T T :

Provides his medical evidence and joins his trap.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to protect Mrs. Lestrange from being "badgered and questioned" in her final weeks (Ch 25) and to shield the

defenceless; needs to reconcile his mercy with his duty, a tension he voices but never fully resolves ("every man has to

decide in his own way," Ch 14). His compassion is both his defining virtue and the source of his suspicious behaviour.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The kindly, secret-keeping doctor whose evasions make him look complicit and whose real motive, guarding a dying

woman's peace, deepens the novel's moral texture. His debate with the vicar on crime and punishment gives the book

its intellectual undercurrent.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

The village doctor and police surgeon, a natural recurring presence in the community's affairs.

HAWES
ROLE Secondary / curate; intended scapegoat and near-victim

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 1; appears in person Chapter 2

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

A young clergyman with "High Church views" who "fasts on Fridays" (Ch 1). Repeatedly described as ill: "white

strained face" (Ch 4), hands shaking, face twitching nervously (Ch 15). Found unconscious and drugged in his chair

after an overdose of cachets (Ch 28).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Nervous, anxious, and highly strung, with what Len calls "a tendency to mysticism" and "a touch of the visionary" (Ch

15). His manner grows increasingly agitated and evasive over the course of the book, pressing the vicar with odd,

circling questions about the investigation and about Archer (Ch 15, 24). He is reluctant to give a straight yes or no (Ch

24). His condition is explained medically: he suffered encephalitis lethargica ("sleepy sickness") about a year earlier,

which Haydock notes "has a queer moral effect. The whole character may change after it" (Ch 14). He is, in truth, an

embezzler of church funds, whose guilty conscience over that, not the murder, drives his eventual confession (Ch 30).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the ritualist curate whose practices irritate Protheroe (Ch 1) → grows visibly ill and strangely agitated,

questioning the vicar about the murder and pushing the Archer theory (Ch 15, 24) → is revealed to have embezzled

church funds and to be the man Protheroe's fatal letter accuses (Ch 30) → is targeted by Redding, who substitutes a

poisoned cachet and plants the incriminating letter to frame him for the murder posthumously (Ch 30) → confesses (to

the embezzlement, prompted by the vicar's sermon), takes the overdose, and is saved by Haydock, his innocence of the

murder established by Miss Marple (Ch 28, 29, 30).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L E N  C L E M E N T  ( V I C A R  /  S U P E R I O R ) :

Pastoral; the vicar's sermon inadvertently drives his confession and saves his life.

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G  ( W O U L D - B E  M U R D E R E R ) :

Cultivates and then attempts to kill him, framing him for the crime.

D R .  H A Y D O C K  ( P H Y S I C I A N ) :
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Treated him for sleepy sickness and saves him from the overdose.

C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E :

Both ritual antagonist and, in the fatal letter, his accuser over the funds.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to conceal his embezzlement and hold his post; needs relief from an unbearable guilty conscience, which his

illness magnifies and the sermon finally breaks. His nervous evasions read as guilt of murder but stem from a lesser

crime.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The twitching, secretive curate who seems to know too much, an ideal false suspect, whose true offence and near-

murder deliver a late, dark turn and expose the killer's cruelty.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

His survival, disgrace, and the question of his future in the parish are left as open threads (his recovery is hoped for but

not confirmed).

DENNI S CLEMENT
ROLE Minor / the narrator's nephew

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 1

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

Sixteen years old (Ch 6, 14); Haydock calls him "a fine-looking boy" (Ch 14). No further physical description is given.

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Irreverent, high-spirited, and enthusiastic, treating the murder with "acute satisfaction" as a real-life detective story (Ch

6). Given to jokes and ribald rhymes (Ch 4, 5), and possessed of the "very curious views on unselfishness" typical of an

infatuated boy (Ch 22). Capable of unexpected feeling, notably his distress at cruel gossip (Ch 4) and his lovesick

misery over Lettice: "I wish I were dead" (Ch 22). His callowness is treated affectionately by the narrator, who reflects

that "Death means very little to a boy of sixteen" (Ch 6). He wants to go to sea, having failed for the Navy, then briefly

fancies "going into finance" to be rich enough to marry (Ch 14, 22).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced joking at the luncheon table (Ch 1) → thrilled by the murder, hunting footprints and matches as an amateur

sleuth (Ch 6, 12) → falls into calf-love over Lettice, abandoning his sea plans for vague dreams of wealth (Ch 22) → is

(with Griselda) responsible for the prank telephone call to Mrs. Price Ridley, an innocent coincidence that muddies the

timeline (Ch 30) → gently advised offstage to be sent away for his own good (Ch 22).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L E N  A N D  G R I S E L D A  C L E M E N T  ( U N C L E  A N D  A U N T / G U A R D I A N S ) :

His household; he calls Len "Uncle Len" and Griselda by her first name, a closeness in age Len notes with a pang

(Ch 4).

L E T T I C E  P R O T H E R O E :

The object of his hopeless infatuation.

G R I S E L D A :

Co-conspirator in the prank call.

O B J E C T I V E S :
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Wants excitement, a career, and Lettice's regard; needs the maturity his sixteen years have not yet supplied. His

schemes and enthusiasms are comic but drive one strand of the timeline confusion.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The murder-mad teenage nephew whose eager sleuthing and hopeless first love supply comic energy, and whose prank

call becomes an accidental clue.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

His unresolved future (sea, finance, or otherwise) and his youth leave him available as a recurring household figure.

GLA DYS CR A M
ROLE Minor / Dr. Stone's secretary; a false lead

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 1; appears in person Chapter 10

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A healthy young woman of twenty-five, noisy in manner, with a high colour, fine animal spirits and a mouth that

always seems to have more than its full share of teeth" (Ch 2). Wears "particularly shiny pink stockings" and "pink

striped silk knickers," with a "golden shingled head"; laughs uproariously, "showing every tooth she possessed" (Ch 10).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Loud, voluble, good-humoured, and irrepressibly curious, "overflowing with conversation" (Ch 23). Common in

manner but likeable; "one of those big, bouncing, good-humoured girls that you can't dislike" (Ch 10). Combative and

self-assured under interrogation, denying everything with spirit and invoking her solicitor (Ch 25). Village opinion

divides on whether she is "no better than she should be" or a woman of "iron virtue" angling to marry Dr. Stone (Ch 2).

Haydock judges her "rather shrewd" (Ch 25). She resents Lettice's airs and warms to Anne (Ch 10, 22).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the object of scandalous village speculation (Ch 2) → calls at the Vicarage on a curiosity-driven pretext

(Ch 10) → observed by Miss Marple carrying a suitcase into the wood at midnight (Ch 17), which draws suspicion →
installed at Old Hall by Anne, who wishes to study her (Ch 22) → questioned and released over the suitcase (Ch 25) →
finally cleared of all complicity in "Dr. Stone's" thefts, having acted in good faith on his implausible story about rival

archaeologists (Ch 32); reported to be hunting a new elderly bachelor employer.

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

" D R .  S T O N E "  ( E M P L O Y E R ) :

She serves and manages him and is used, unwittingly, in his robbery scheme.

A N N E  P R O T H E R O E :

Installed at Old Hall; a warm alliance forms (Ch 22).

L E T T I C E  P R O T H E R O E :

Mutual class antagonism (Ch 10).

M I S S  M A R P L E :

Whose midnight observation makes her briefly a suspect.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants excitement, a "bit of life," and, per village theory, an advantageous marriage; needs, more practically, to be
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believed innocent, which she achieves. Her curiosity and her loyalty to her employer draw her into suspicion she does

not merit.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The brassy, teeth-flashing secretary whose midnight suitcase and dubious employer make her a delicious red herring,

comic relief and false lead in one.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

Cleared and moving on to a new post; a self-contained comic figure.

"DR .  STO NE" ( A N A LI A S; THE TR UE MA N I S A "WELL- KNO WN
CR ACKSMA N WI TH SEVER A L DI F F ER ENT A LI A SES,"  CH 32)
ROLE Minor / impostor archaeologist and thief

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 1; appears in person Chapter 18

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A little man. His head was round and bald, his face was round and rosy, and he beamed at you through very strong

glasses" (Ch 18). Bald-headed and dull in Griselda's estimation (Ch 2). Bears no resemblance to the real Dr. Stone (Ch

21).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Presents as an enthusiastic archaeologist, capable of erupting into torrential monologue on barrows and periods "on so

little encouragement" (Ch 18), yet sometimes appearing to "know nothing about his own subject" (Ch 4), which puzzles

those around him. Holds a genuine-seeming contempt for the late Protheroe, "an opinionated boor" who challenged his

supposed expertise (Ch 18). Absent-minded to convenient effect. Beneath the performance he is a skilled professional

thief; Haydock calls him "a high-class thief " who "read up his subject" but made revealing slips (Ch 25).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the archaeologist excavating the barrow on Protheroe's land, at odds with the Colonel (Ch 2, 4) →
present at the inquest, then departs for London with a suitcase, ostensibly to visit his mother and lawyers (Ch 18) →
exposed by Raymond West, who knows the real Dr. Stone, as an impostor "not the faintest resemblance" (Ch 21) →
revealed by the hidden suitcase of Protheroe's silver as a thief who used the excavation as cover, planning to substitute

copies of the plate before an impending valuation (Ch 23) → cleared of the murder by his alibi and unmasked as a

professional cracksman (Ch 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

G L A D Y S  C R A M  ( S E C R E T A R Y / D U P E ) :

Used, unwittingly, to hide the stolen silver.

C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E :

Quarrelled with him; Protheroe's planned valuation threatened to expose the substitution, supplying a motive

Miss Marple weighs before his alibi clears him (Ch 23).

R A Y M O N D  W E S T :

Whose acquaintance with the real Stone exposes the imposture.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to steal Protheroe's valuable silver by substituting copies before the valuation; needs to flee before the murder
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investigation exposes him. His archaeological cover collapses under scrutiny. He is a parallel criminal whose scheme

runs alongside, but separate from, the murder.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The bogus archaeologist whose barrow hides a jewel-thief 's game, a self-contained secondary mystery that widens the

field of village deceptions.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

None as a village figure; his true identity and other aliases are noted but not pursued.

R AYMO ND WEST
ROLE Minor / Miss Marple's nephew

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 17; appears in person Chapter 21

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A rather exquisite young man" who "prides himself on his poise and general air of detachment" (Ch 18). A celebrated

modern novelist and poet whose "poems have no capital letters in them" (Ch 21).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Self-important, condescending, and performatively modern, dismissing St. Mary Mead as "a stagnant pool" (Ch 21)

and his aunt as a "survival." He writes "about unpleasant people leading lives of surpassing dullness" (Ch 21) and offers

a showy psychological theory of the crime (that the vicar is the logical murderer). He affects boredom with murder

before betraying keen interest (Ch 21). Beneath the pretension he holds "a tolerant affection" for his aunt, never

noticing the "amused twinkle" with which she quietly bests him (Ch 21).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Anticipated as the visiting nephew for whom Miss Marple frets over sheets and meat (Ch 17) → arrives, colliding with

the vicar at the station (Ch 18) → holds forth at dinner with his stagnant-pool condescension and his theatrical theory

(Ch 21) → delivers the pivotal, unwitting clue by identifying "Dr. Stone" as an impostor (Ch 21) → is gently trumped

by his aunt's solution, sealed by her closing maxim that the old know the young are fools (Ch 31, 32).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

M I S S  M A R P L E  ( A U N T ) :

The relationship of the clever young man who underestimates the wiser old woman; his defeat is affectionate.

G R I S E L D A :

Fastens on her at dinner; she is "susceptible to his conversation" while affecting to laugh at him (Ch 21).

T H E  R E A L  D R .  S T O N E :

His personal acquaintance exposes the impostor.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to display his metropolitan superiority and literary sophistication; needs, though he never acknowledges it, the

humbling his aunt quietly administers. His vanity is played for satire, but his knowledge cracks the Stone imposture.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The pretentious modern novelist whose sneering at village life is skewered by his aunt's quiet triumph, sharp social

comedy and a nod to the detective genre he pretends to disdain.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :
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Established as Miss Marple's recurring nephew, a ready foil for future stories.

MA R Y
ROLE Minor / the Vicarage maid

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 1

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

No physical description beyond her manner; her cheeks are "red and her eyes shining" with excitement when

delivering sensational news (Ch 6, 10). "A raw girl" (Ch 10).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Truculent, blunt, and untrained, speaking "in a loud, businesslike voice" and thrusting dishes "in a truculent manner"

(Ch 1). She never says "sir" or "ma'am," throws dishes and remarks "with the same disconcerting abruptness" (Ch 10),

and delivers gossip "with a kind of gloating exultation" (Ch 6). A poor cook and worse duster, kept precisely because

her deficiencies keep her cheap and loyal (Ch 10). Spirited under police questioning, standing right up to Slack (Ch

12). Her surliness after the murder is compounded by grievance: Protheroe jailed her sweetheart Archer for poaching

(Ch 10).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Established as the incompetent, truculent servant of the disorderly Vicarage (Ch 1) → witness to the timeline,

confirming Protheroe's and Redding's arrivals and the single heard shot (Ch 5, 10, 12) → gives evidence at the inquest,

resenting the indignity (Ch 18) → threatens to leave over Lettice's criticism of her dusting, then is coaxed to stay (Ch

20) → considered, in passing, among Miss Marple's field of possible suspects, given motive and opportunity (Ch 30).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L E N  A N D  G R I S E L D A  C L E M E N T  ( E M P L O Y E R S ) :

A household of mutual, exasperated tolerance; Griselda defends keeping her for economy's sake.

A R C H E R  ( S W E E T H E A R T ) :

Walking out with him for two years; his jailing by Protheroe fuels her ill temper (Ch 10).

L E T T I C E  P R O T H E R O E :

Whose criticism of her dusting nearly drives her to give notice.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants better wages and to move on "to better things" (Ch 1), and not to be troubled by murders in the house; needs, in

the short term, only to have her feelings respected enough to stay. Her testimony is a functional pillar of the timeline.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The gloriously insolent maid whose bad cooking and worse manners supply running comedy, and whose plain

testimony quietly anchors the case's timeline.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A fixture of the Vicarage household, retained at the book's end.
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MR S.  PR I CE R I DLEY ( F O R ENA ME MA R THA , PER  HER  NO TE,  CH 24)
ROLE Minor / parishioner and gossip

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 1; appears in person Chapter 13

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

A middle-aged widow; wears a "Matron's Hat" sold at Much Benham, perched on "a superstructure of hair" and

"overweighted with large bows of ribbon," the bow trembling with indignation (Ch 13). Has an "ample black bosom"

(Ch 13).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Self-important, aggrieved, and censorious, with "remarkably keen" hearing put to constant use in gossip (Ch 12). Her

complaint over a mislaid pound note in the offertory sets the plot's first friction in motion (Ch 1). Prone to self-

dramatization, imagining herself a potential next victim (Ch 13), and nursing a cold grudge against the vicar over the

pound-note affair (Ch 13). She spreads insinuations about the vicar's handling of the church funds (Ch 30).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the devout complainant whose grievance Protheroe exploits (Ch 1) → target of the anonymous

"Avenger" telephone call and witness to a heard shot, which she brings, indignant, to the police station (Ch 13) → the

second prank call, traced to Redding's cottage, is directed at her by Griselda and Dennis to silence her gossip, its timing

an accidental complication of the case (Ch 17, 30) → her maid Clara's evidence of a "sneeze" (the silenced shot) and a

tennis racquet feeds the solution (Ch 25, 30).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L E N  C L E M E N T :

A cold grudge over the pound note, and a source of the gossip he must endure.

T H E  V I L L A G E  W O M E N  ( H A R T N E L L ,  W E T H E R B Y ,  M A R P L E ) :

Fellow members of the gossip circle.

C L A R A  ( H E R  M A I D ) :

Whose observations become evidence.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants recognition, redress for her grievances, and the pleasure of scandal; needs, in her own telling, protection from

the menace of "The Avenger." Her offended sensibilities set events in motion and later, unwittingly, supply clues.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The quintessential village busybody whose trembling hat and wounded dignity make her comic gold, and whose keen

ears keep turning up evidence.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A staple of the village's gossip network, available to recur.

MI SS HA R TNELL ( F O R ENA ME A MA NDA , PER  HER  NO TE,  CH 24)
ROLE Minor / parishioner and gossip

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 1 (named); appears in person Chapter 2

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"Weather-beaten and jolly and much dreaded by the poor" (Ch 2); moves in "a heavy and cumbrous way" and is "very
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good at pouncing" (Ch 3). Speaks "in a loud, hearty voice" and a "deep bass voice" (Ch 2, 14).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Blunt, hearty, and tactless, with a taste for tirades against "the improvidence and ungratefulness of the lower classes"

(Ch 14). Relentlessly curious, pouncing on the vicar for gossip (Ch 3). Frames her nosiness as duty: "duty is duty" (Ch

25). Her window-peering at Mrs. Lestrange's empty house, dressed up as neighbourly calling, is a comic study in

curiosity (Ch 25).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced among the tea-table gossips (Ch 2) → pounces on the vicar for news of Mrs. Lestrange (Ch 3) → writes a

"militant" note claiming information (Ch 24) → provides the key evidence that Mrs. Lestrange's house was empty

around six on the murder evening, gathered by frank snooping (Ch 25).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

T H E  V I L L A G E  W O M E N :

Fellow gossip; peer to Wetherby and Price Ridley.

M R S .  L E S T R A N G E :

The object of her prying, which yields real evidence.

T H E  P O O R :

Who "do not want Miss Hartnell in their houses" (Ch 14).

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to know everything and to discharge her self-appointed duties among the poor; needs the attention and

importance her information-gathering brings. Her snooping is comic but evidentially useful.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The dreaded, hearty spinster whose duty-cloaked nosiness is both a comic delight and a source of hard evidence.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A recurring member of the village's spinster gossip circle.

MI SS WETHER B Y ( F O R ENA ME CA R O LI NE,  PER  HER  NO TE,  CH 24)
ROLE Minor / parishioner and gossip

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 1 (named); appears in person Chapter 2

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A mixture of vinegar and gush" (Ch 2). No further physical detail.

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Censorious yet sentimental, veering between primness and effusion. Fond of coy circumlocution, delivering gossip

through a "little bird" and refusing to name sources on grounds of "a sacred" promise (Ch 25). Excitable and easily

scandalized (Ch 2), and anxious at the prospect of testifying (Ch 25).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced among the tea-table gossips, exchanging insinuations about Miss Cram and Mrs. Lestrange (Ch 2) →
telephones the news of Mrs. Lestrange's evening outing (Ch 4) → writes an overwrought note claiming to have heard
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something important (Ch 24) → reports, through her "little bird," a woman whose name begins with "L" turning

furtively into the Vicarage road just before six on the murder day (Ch 25).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

T H E  V I L L A G E  W O M E N :

Fellow gossip; paired often with Hartnell and Price Ridley.

M R S .  L E S T R A N G E :

A recurring object of her speculation.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants the pleasures and self-importance of gossip while shrinking from any public consequence; needs to appear both

knowing and refined. Her indirect information contributes to the case against Mrs. Lestrange.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The vinegar-and-gush spinster whose coy hints and "little birds" epitomize the village's gossip machinery.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A recurring member of the spinster gossip circle.

R EEVES
ROLE Minor / the Protheroe butler

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 8 (as "the butler"); named Chapter 16

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

No direct physical description; his voice is "cold and respectful," his demeanour "impassive," described as "the mask of

the good servant" (Ch 16). Slack dislikes his "soapy, oily manner" (Ch 16).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Correct, discreet, and impenetrable, "with just the right amount of gloom in his bearing" (Ch 8). The vicar wonders

"what feelings were at work under that impassive demeanour" and reflects that "there is nothing so inhuman as the

mask of the good servant" (Ch 16). Dismissed for admitting Mrs. Lestrange against orders, he retorted by giving notice,

claiming he had meant to leave anyway (Ch 16).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Provides the household's account of the day's movements and reveals Mrs. Lestrange's visit (Ch 8) → becomes a

minor object of Slack's suspicion for having given notice (Ch 16, 17) → is effectively cleared, Slack concluding he

knows nothing of the murder (Ch 17).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E  ( E M P L O Y E R ) :

Dismissed him after the Lestrange visit; a source of grievance.

I N S P E C T O R  S L A C K :

Distrusts his manner but finds nothing.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to preserve his professional correctness and, latterly, to be gone from a disagreeable place; needs to keep his

own counsel, which he does. A functional witness whose reserve momentarily draws suspicion.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :
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The unreadable butler whose perfect discretion makes him quietly suspect, a study in the inscrutability of good

service.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

Departing his post; a self-contained functional role.

MA NNI NG
ROLE Minor / the Protheroe chauffeur

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 16

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A nice lad, not more than twenty-five or six years of age" (Ch 16), inclined to be awed and alarmed by Inspector

Slack.

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Nervous and deferential under questioning, stammering "Yes, sir" and behaving "as though he had committed the

murder himself " (Ch 16), though entirely innocent. Straightforward and cooperative.

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Questioned by Slack, he establishes the Protheroes' drive to the village, leaving Mrs. Protheroe by the church at a

quarter past six, and confirms the routes and times (Ch 16). His evidence helps fix the timeline.

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

T H E  P R O T H E R O E S  ( E M P L O Y E R S ) :

Drove them on the fatal afternoon.

I N S P E C T O R  S L A C K :

Whose manner alarms him.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants only to answer correctly and be done; needs nothing beyond the scene. A functional witness to the timeline.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The jittery young chauffeur whose terror of the police is a small comic beat in the procedural machinery.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

Minimal; a functional witness.

R O SE
ROLE Minor / parlourmaid at Old Hall

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 19

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A pretty girl of twenty-five" with "a limpid gaze" that Lawrence finds disconcerting (Ch 19).
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P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Initially the picture of the perfect servant, "polite, anxious to assist, and completely uninterested," her poise shaken

only when Lawrence breaks decorum (Ch 19). Loyal to her fellow servant Gladdie, dismissive of Inspector Slack

("The police indeed," Ch 19), and softened by Lawrence's personal appeal.

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Interviewed by Lawrence (with Anne's help) as part of his pose of investigation, she acts as the intermediary who

relays the kitchenmaid Gladdie's overheard account of the Protheroe–Lestrange quarrel and arranges their meeting

(Ch 19).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

G L A D Y S / " G L A D D I E "  ( F E L L O W  S E R V A N T ) :

Whom she protects and speaks for.

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G :

Whose charm wins her cooperation.

A N N E  P R O T H E R O E :

Her employer, who facilitates the interview.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to help the sympathetic young man clear his name while protecting her friend from trouble; needs to keep

Gladdie's transgression from the cook. A conduit for the Lestrange-quarrel evidence.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The pretty, poised parlourmaid whose servant-hall loyalties open a window onto Old Hall's secrets.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A functional household figure.

GLA DYS / "GLA DDI E"
ROLE Minor / kitchenmaid at Old Hall (distinct from Gladys Cram)

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 19

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"More like a shivering rabbit than anything human" (Ch 19); a "nervous girl."

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Timid, frightened, and voluble once coaxed, terrified of the cook Mrs. Pratt and of being found to have slipped out to

meet a friend (Ch 19). Her account of the overheard quarrel is vivid but, Lawrence suspects, "embellished and polished

since the murder," especially the chilling closing line she attributes to Mrs. Lestrange (Ch 19).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Coaxed by Lawrence into recounting the quarrel she overheard through the study window the night before the murder,

she supplies the dramatic testimony that Mrs. Lestrange told Protheroe "By this time tomorrow night, you may be

dead" (Ch 19), deepening suspicion of Mrs. Lestrange.

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

R O S E  ( F E L L O W  S E R V A N T ) :
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Her confidante and go-between.

M R S .  P R A T T  ( C O O K ) :

The authority she fears.

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G :

Who extracts, reassures, and rewards her.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants to avoid trouble with the cook and to unburden a sensational secret; needs reassurance that her slipping-out will

not be exposed. Her possibly embellished testimony is a key red-herring beat against Mrs. Lestrange.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The trembling kitchenmaid whose overheard, half-embroidered threat sends suspicion spiralling toward the wrong

suspect.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A functional household figure.

MR S.  A R CHER
R O L E :

Minor / Lawrence Redding's charwoman (Archer's mother, Ch 25)

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 12; appears (at inquest) Chapter 18

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

"A somewhat doddering old woman" (Ch 18); called "that old crone" and "practically a half-wit" by Lawrence, though

Len insists this is "the camouflage of the poor" masking a woman with "all her wits about her" (Ch 19).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Outwardly vague and forgetful, she frustrates Slack by being unable to remember when she last saw the pistol (Ch 17),

yet at the inquest becomes "quite positive" that it was in Redding's cottage at quarter to one on the murder day, midday

Thursday (Ch 18). The reason for her sudden certainty is left unexplained. Len reads her apparent stupidity as a poor

woman's protective mask (Ch 19).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Referenced as the woman who "does for" Redding and who inadvertently wiped fingerprints from his telephone (Ch

17) → gives firm inquest testimony fixing the pistol in the cottage at midday Thursday, a point that becomes

significant to the mechanics of the frame (Ch 18) → her testimony feeds Miss Marple's reconstruction (Ch 30).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G  ( E M P L O Y E R ) :

Cleans his cottage; underestimates and is underestimated by him.

A R C H E R  ( S O N ) :

Her son the poacher (Ch 25).

I N S P E C T O R  S L A C K :

Frustrated by her.

O B J E C T I V E S :
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Wants, in Len's reading, only to get through her work and keep her head down behind a mask of vagueness; needs little

from the plot. Her firm inquest evidence about the pistol is a small but load-bearing fact.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The "doddering" charwoman who is sharper than she looks, a quiet illustration of the novel's theme that the

overlooked see most.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A functional village figure.

A R CHER
R O L E :

Minor / poacher and false suspect (distinct from Mrs. Archer)

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 4

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

No physical description. Characterised by Hawes as "a godless irreligious ruffian. A drunken blackguard" (Ch 24) and

by Len more charitably as "an inveterate poacher, one of those cheerful ne'er-do-wells that are to be found in any

parish" (Ch 15).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Known only at second hand: a poacher recently released from prison, reportedly "vowing vengeance" against

Protheroe, who had jailed him (Ch 4). Len is careful to note that the actual threats on record were Protheroe's, not

Archer's (Ch 15). Haydock dismisses him as lacking "brains enough to wipe his fingerprints off the pistol" (Ch 25), and

Len argues a man of his type "wouldn't think of shooting a man with a pistol. It's the wrong weapon" (Ch 24).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Introduced as the vengeful poacher Protheroe boasts of having beaten (Ch 4) → pushed by Hawes as the obvious

murderer (Ch 24) → considered by the police, with an alibi from "a couple of pals" that Slack distrusts but cannot

break (Ch 25) → weighed and set aside by Miss Marple's reasoning, an available but ultimately false suspect (Ch 30).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

C O L O N E L  P R O T H E R O E :

Jailed him for poaching; the source of his supposed motive.

M A R Y  ( T H E  V I C A R A G E  M A I D ) :

His sweetheart of two years (Ch 10).

M R S .  A R C H E R :

His mother (Ch 25).

H A W E S :

Who pushes his guilt hardest, perhaps to deflect suspicion.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants, per rumour, revenge on the magistrate who jailed him; needs, if guilty, to escape suspicion, but is most likely

simply an innocent man with a grudge. He functions as the plot's most obvious, and therefore least likely, suspect.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :
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The obvious village villain, the vengeful poacher, whose very obviousness marks him as a decoy in the classic manner

of the genre.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A background village figure.

CHER UB I M
ROLE Minor / the village chemist

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 18

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

No physical description; the narrator remarks on his name, in which he "rejoices" (Ch 18).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Garrulous and given to grievance, delivering an extended complaint about the unreliability of the local trains (Ch 18).

His indignation is comic, but his information is crucial.

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Walks back from the station with the vicar and, in the course of railing against the railway, reveals that the 6:50 train

ran half an hour late on the murder day, arriving at 7:20, a fact that will later prove central to unpicking Griselda's

apparent alibi (Ch 18, 30).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

L E N  C L E M E N T :

His captive audience for the train complaint.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants only to vent about the trains; needs nothing from the plot, yet his grievance yields a load-bearing timeline fact.

A functional witness whose complaint is an accidental clue.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The aggrieved chemist whose railway grumble drops, unnoticed, one of the case's most important facts, a fine example

of the clue hidden in plain, tedious sight.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A functional village figure.

MR S.  SA DLER
ROLE Minor / Hawes's landlady

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 28

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

No physical description; her manner at the door is cautious and laborious, unfastening "two bolts, a chain, and a key"

before peering out (Ch 28).
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P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Wary and homely, recognizing the vicar at once (Ch 28). She reports Hawes's quiet evening and lack of visitors. She

and her children are later invoked, in name only, as the fictitious witnesses in Miss Marple's trap (Ch 31).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Admits the vicar to Hawes's lodgings on the night of the overdose and confirms Hawes had no visitors (Ch 28) → her

name is borrowed for the trap that catches Redding, as a supposed witness to the switching of the cachets (Ch 31).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

H A W E S  ( L O D G E R ) :

In whose care she keeps her house.

L E N  C L E M E N T :

Whom she admits on the crucial night.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants only to keep her house and her lodger's routine; needs nothing from the plot. Functionally, she and her children

become the invented pretext of the trap.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The wary landlady whose door bolts open onto the night's crisis, and whose name becomes the bait in the killer's

undoing.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A functional figure.

DR .  R O B ER TS
ROLE Minor / the coroner

FIRST APPEARANCE Chapter 18

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

From the adjoining town of Much Benham; "cleared his throat, adjusted his eyeglasses, and looked important" (Ch 18).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Officious and firm, he "summed up in a negative manner, but with a good deal of firmness," working in evident concert

with Colonel Melchett to keep the inquest tightly managed (Ch 18).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Presides over the inquest, guiding it to the verdict of "Murder by Person or Persons unknown" while the police give

nothing away (Ch 18).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

C O L O N E L  M E L C H E T T :

With whom he works in tacit agreement to control the proceedings.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants an orderly inquest and a proper verdict; needs to reveal no more than the police wish. A functional officer of the

court.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :
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The self-important coroner whose managed inquest embodies the machinery of official discretion.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A functional regional figure.

F R ED JACKSO N
ROLE Minor / the fish delivery boy

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 27 (as "the fish boy"); named Chapter 27

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

No physical description.

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Characterised only functionally. Questioned by Slack, he saw no one leaving by the front gate (Ch 27). Melchett notes

he is Archer's cousin and would likely not report seeing Archer even if he had (Ch 27).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

His delivery round and negative testimony, that he saw no one leave, bear on the question of how the murderer left

unseen (Ch 27). His late arrival and Mary's scolding of him also help fix the time of the heard shot (Ch 12).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

A R C H E R  ( C O U S I N ) :

A family tie Melchett considers relevant to his reliability.

I N S P E C T O R  S L A C K :

Who questions him.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants only to complete his round; needs nothing from the plot. A functional witness bearing on the timeline and the

killer's exit.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The fish boy whose delivery round quietly frames the crucial minutes, another ordinary witness woven into the

timeline.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A functional figure.

CLA R A
ROLE Minor / Mrs. Price Ridley's maid

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 13; speaks Chapter 25

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

Nineteen years old (Ch 25). No further physical detail.
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P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Insistent and certain, describing the sound she heard as "not an ordinary sneeze, not by any means" (Ch 25), and

claiming the shots she heard were "something awful," an exaggeration that undercuts her reliability in Len's eyes (Ch

25).

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Her observation of a "sneeze" near the Vicarage shrubbery (which Miss Marple later identifies as the silenced shot)

and of a tennis racquet by the gate become, in the solution, genuinely significant clues (Ch 25, 30).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

M R S .  P R I C E  R I D L E Y  ( E M P L O Y E R ) :

Who relays and amplifies her observations.

O B J E C T I V E S :

Wants a breath of air at the gate (or, Len suspects, a glimpse of the fishmonger's boy) and, once questioned, to be

believed; needs little from the plot. Her "sneeze" is a load-bearing clue to the silenced shot.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :

The maid whose overheard "sneeze" turns out to be the muffled murder itself, a small clue hiding an entire mechanism.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

A functional village figure.

THE R EA L DR .  STO NE
ROLE Minor / referenced offstage

FIRST APPEARANCE Referenced Chapter 21

P H Y S I C A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :

Not described beyond bearing "not the faintest resemblance" to the impostor (Ch 21).

P E R S O N A L I T Y  &  V O I C E :

Known only through Raymond West, who has met him at a dinner and calls him "a good man" who is "wonderfully

keen on his job" (Ch 21). A genuine, credentialed archaeologist.

A R C  S U M M A R Y :

Exists solely as the yardstick against which the impostor is exposed: Raymond West's personal acquaintance with him

reveals the village "Dr. Stone" as a fraud (Ch 21).

K E Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P S :

R A Y M O N D  W E S T :

His acquaintance, whose knowledge unmasks the impostor.

" D R .  S T O N E "  ( T H E  I M P O S T O R ) :

Whose theft of his identity the reveal exposes.

O B J E C T I V E S :

None within the story; a purely referential figure whose existence collapses the imposture.

M A R K E T I N G  A P P E A L :
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The unseen genuine article whose mere existence detonates the impostor's cover.

S E Q U E L  P O T E N T I A L :

None; a reference point only.
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

The rules, places, and systems the story runs on, organized for quick reference.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

The rules your story world obeys. Any new content about this book, written by you or by an AI, must

stay inside these rules; give this section to whoever produces that content.

8A WORLD STATE SUMMARY

POLITICAL/SOCIAL STRUCTURE

The novel is set within the rigid social order of an English rural parish, St. Mary Mead, in the interwar period.

Authority is layered and traditional. At the village level, the Church of England parish structure organises daily life:

the Vicar (Leonard "Len" Clement) presides, assisted by a curate (Hawes), and overseen in temporal matters by a

churchwarden (Colonel Protheroe) whose role carries oversight of church finances, including the offertory and the

power to demand an audit of accounts (Ch 1). Colonel Protheroe also sits as a magistrate on the Bench, with power to

sentence poachers and others, and is noted for his severity and refusal to give the benefit of the doubt (Ch 4, 15, 27).

Above the local level sits the county law-enforcement hierarchy: Constable Hurst and Inspector Slack (based at Much

Benham, two miles distant) conduct the investigation, with Colonel Melchett as Chief Constable of the county holding

ultimate local authority and explicitly declining to call in Scotland Yard (Ch 5, 12).

Social class is finely stratified and pervasively felt. "The Poor" are a distinct category, subject to the charity and

interference of women such as Miss Hartnell (Ch 14). Domestic service structures many lives: the Vicarage keeps a

single maid (Mary); Old Hall maintains a full staff including a butler (Reeves), a valet, a chauffeur (Manning), a

housekeeper (Mrs. Simmons), a cook (Mrs. Pratt), a parlourmaid (Rose), and a kitchenmaid (Gladys) (Ch 8, 16, 19).

The narrator observes the class dynamics directly, noting he is "debarred by my social standing" from expressing

prejudice as freely as the poor can (Ch 14), and reflecting on the "camouflage of the poor" who take refuge behind a

mask of stupidity (Ch 19).

The village operates a powerful informal surveillance system driven by gossip, centred on a network of spinster and

widowed women (Miss Marple, Miss Hartnell, Miss Wetherby, Mrs. Price Ridley). The narrator states that in St.

Mary Mead "everyone knows your most intimate affairs" and that "the best authority is always somebody else's

servant" (Ch 4, 25). Miss Marple uses gardening and birdwatching as cover for observation (Ch 2).

KEY LOCATIONS

The Vicarage
The narrator's home and the scene of the murder. Contains a study (with a writing table, an overturned clock, a

French window opening onto the garden, and a plant stand holding a palm in a pot), a drawing room, a dining

room, a hall with a letter box and hall table, and a kitchen at the far side of the house whose window faces away

from the study. The front door is habitually left open. A garden gate connects to a path through the woods (Ch 1,

2, 5, 20, 30).

8. Worldbuilding & Systems Reference
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The studio / shed
A rough shed with a skylight in the Vicarage garden, lent by the Vicar to Lawrence Redding for use as a painting

studio. It has no windows; the door is the only means of entrance or egress (Ch 3, 10). Site of the discovery of

the affair (Ch 3) and of Anne and Lawrence's staged alibi meeting.

Old Hall (also "the Hall")
The Protheroe family residence. A large property with at least two lodge gates (South Lodge and North Lodge).

Contains a drawing room, study, morning room, an upstairs, a sitting-room used by Anne, a narrow ladder-like

staircase to an attic lumber room, and a stable. Staffed by a full domestic hierarchy. Accessed from the Vicarage

via a path through the woods, past a stile near Miss Marple's garden (Ch 8, 16, 22). The attic contains an old

trunk marked with the initials "E. P." (Ch 22).

The North Lodge, Old
Hall

An empty lodge (lodgekeepers pensioned off, replacements not yet arrived) with a rear window left open. Site

from which the fake telephone call luring the Vicar away was placed at 5:30 (Ch 17).

Miss Marple's house and
garden

Adjoins the lane and overlooks the Vicarage garden, making it a natural observation point. Contains a small,

well-appointed drawing room and a garden with roses and a rock garden. A garden gate and French window

connect to the drawing room (Ch 9, 17, 23).

Little Gates (Mrs.
Lestrange's cottage)

Formerly belonging to an Anglo-Indian colonel, now furnished simply and in exquisite taste, with "a sense of

harmony and rest" (Ch 3). A house with a front door whose bell is audible from the mat, and windows visible

from the garden (Ch 25).

Lawrence Redding's
cottage

An isolated dwelling with no other houses near it, on the route between the Blue Boar and the station.

Habitually unlocked. The living room is cluttered ("artistic disarray"); the pistol was kept on a shelf against the

bookcase. Cleaned each morning by Mrs. Archer (Ch 12, 18, 19).

The Blue Boar
The village inn, where Dr. Stone and Miss Cram lodge (in adjacent rooms with no communicating door), where

the inquest is held, and which serves "a first-rate meal of the joint and two-vegetable type" (Ch 4, 13, 18).

The barrow (also "the
mound," "those humps
of ground")

An archaeological earthwork on the Protheroe property, being excavated by "Dr. Stone." Accessed via the path

through the woods (Ch 2, 16, 17).

The wood / path
A wooded area with a path connecting the Vicarage, Old Hall, and the barrow, crossed by a stile near Miss

Marple's garden. Site of the engineered picric-acid explosion and the hidden suitcase (Ch 16, 23, 30).

Much Benham
The adjoining town, two miles distant, home of the police station Inspector Slack drives from, the coroner Dr.

Roberts, a silver expert, the hospital to which Hawes is taken, and a bookshop. "Hats for Matrons" are a

speciality there (Ch 5, 13, 25, 29).

Hawes's lodgings
A first-floor bedroom and sitting-room at No. 19 High Street, kept by landlady Mrs. Sadler, secured at night

with two bolts, a chain, and a key (Ch 28, 29).

Other locations referenced: the church (with fine old stained glass and a screen), the parish police station, Lower Farm

(the Abbotts', nearly two miles away), Westmorland (where Haydock practised nearly twenty years earlier and knew
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Protheroe), and London (Griselda's day trip; the destination for "Dr. Stone" and the valuation expert).

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Colonel Protheroe married his second wife, Anne, approximately five years before the events of the novel (Ch 2).

The first Mrs. Protheroe left him for another man before the family came to live in the village; Lettice believed for

years that her mother was dead (Ch 2). The first Mrs. Protheroe is revealed in Ch 32 to be Mrs. Lestrange, Lettice's

biological mother.

Dr. Haydock had a medical practice in Westmorland nearly twenty years before the present, not far from where

Colonel Protheroe then lived (Ch 25).

Lawrence Redding served in "the war" (contextually the First World War), keeping a Mauser pistol as a souvenir

(Ch 4).

Hawes contracted Encephalitis Lethargica ("sleepy sickness") approximately a year before the present and

recovered, though the disease is said to have "a queer moral effect" that can alter character (Ch 14).

St. Mary Mead had seen no murder for at least fifteen years prior to Protheroe's death (Ch 18).

The murder is dated "Thursday, 21st" (of an unnamed month) in Miss Marple's schedule (Ch 26).

NOT SPECIFIED IN THE MANUSCRIPT , the exact month and year are not given.

CULTURAL ELEMENTS

The parish's religious calendar and customs govern time: Sunday services (morning attendance treated as effectively

compulsory under Protheroe's authority; Evensong voluntary), Wednesday evening service, the Church Day School

(the Vicar teaches Wednesday mornings), the Mothers' Union, District Visitors, the Sunday School preparation class,

Choir Boys' Outings, and church decoration duties. A Low Church / High Church tension runs through the parish:

Hawes holds "High Church views," fasts on Fridays, and crosses himself, to which Protheroe (a "great opposer of

ritual") objects (Ch 1, 2).

Mourning conventions are a live social expectation; Lettice pointedly refuses to wear mourning, calling it "an awfully

archaic idea" (Ch 6, 14). Gossip functions as the village's dominant cultural currency, with the women's tea-table

network drawing "the worst inferences" from every observed event (Ch 2). Anonymous letters are established as "the

meanest and cruellest weapon there is," yet common enough that the police receive "a dozen a day" (Ch 24, 25).

Detective fiction is a shared cultural touchstone: Griselda and the Vicar both read it, Dennis plays at being a detective,

and Miss Marple reads American detective stories hoping for help (Ch 1, 6, 26). Class-marked material culture

includes "Hats for Matrons," damson gin as a restorative, homemade cherry brandy and liqueur, and vintage port.

HOW THE WORLD CHANGES

The book opens on a settled, gossip-driven village equilibrium disturbed only by newcomers (Mrs. Lestrange, Dr.

Stone, Miss Cram) and simmering tensions (Protheroe's unpopularity, the Redding–Anne affair, the church-accounts

dispute). The murder of Colonel Protheroe shatters this equilibrium, drawing in press, police, and public sensation,

and exposing the community's hidden currents: an adulterous conspiracy to murder, an impostor conducting a jewel-

and-silver theft, an embezzling curate, a mother concealing her identity while dying, and the pervasive readiness of

"respectable" villagers to suspect one another.

By the close, order is restored but altered. The two murderers (Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe) are caught,

tried, and convicted, with Inspector Slack publicly credited and Miss Marple's true role unacknowledged by her own

preference (Ch 32). The impostor "Dr. Stone" is exposed as a cracksman with several aliases; Miss Cram is cleared.

Hawes survives his poisoning and his embezzlement is exposed, prompted by the Vicar's sermon. Mrs. Lestrange's
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secret is resolved: revealed as Lettice's dying mother, she departs abroad with Lettice. The Vicarage itself moves

toward renewal with Griselda's pregnancy. The village's fundamental character, its surveillance, its gossip, its stratified

order, remains intact, but its most damaging concealed truths have been brought to light.

8B CORE SYSTEM / MAGIC REFERENCE

The book is a classic detective novel with no speculative, magical, or fantastical system. It contains no magic, no

invented technology, and no science-fictional mechanism. There is therefore no "system" in the sense of an

author-invented set of supernatural or speculative rules.

What functions structurally in place of a magic system is the method of detection and the mechanics of the

crime itself, the closed logic of means, timing, and misdirection that the narrative treats as a solvable puzzle.

Because these are ordinary-world mechanics rather than a speculative system, they are documented here as the

nearest equivalent, with the explicit note that no speculative system exists.

System Name: No speculative system. The operative framework is deductive detection, embodied chiefly in

Miss Marple's method.

Core Mechanics (of detection, as practised in the book): Miss Marple articulates her method explicitly. It

rests on the study of "Human Nature," treated as a classifiable field "just as though they were birds or flowers,

group so-and-so, genus this, species that" (Ch 26). Her central principle is reasoning by analogy from village

parallels: intuition is "like reading a word without having to spell it out," a matter of recognising a pattern one

has seen before through long experience (Ch 11). She holds that "a tiny working model of a torpedo is just the

same as a real torpedo", that the logic of small village mysteries and large crimes is identical (Ch 26). Her

operating maxims include suspecting "everybody just a little" (Ch 16), preferring the obvious to the unlikely

("There it is so often the obvious that is true," Ch 30), and requiring that a valid solution "provide an explanation

for everything" and "fit every fact" (Ch 26).

THE MECHANICS OF THE CRIME (THE PUZZLE'S ENGINEERED ELEMENTS)

The fake telephone call
Placed at 5:30 from the empty North Lodge, its receiver wiped of fingerprints, to lure the Vicar away and

establish premeditation and local knowledge (Ch 5, 17).

The concealed pistol
Lawrence Redding's own Mauser.25, hidden during an earlier visit inside the plant pot by the study window,

retrieved by Anne to shoot the deaf Protheroe from behind (Ch 30).

The silencer
A "Maxim silencer" that muffled the murder shot to the point that it was perceived only as a "sneeze" by Clara

(Ch 25, 30). The narrator's own attempt to detect a report failed because of this.

The falsified time
The study clock (kept a quarter-hour fast) was reset to 6:22, and a forged note headed "6:20" was substituted, to

fix a false time of death and cast suspicion on Anne (Ch 5, 30). Protheroe's genuine unfinished letter was

pocketed by Redding (Ch 30).
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The engineered "shot in
the wood"

A stone suspended over crystals of picric acid, detonated by a slow match/time fuse calculated to explode

around 6:30, producing the sound of a shot while Redding and Anne were in full public view, manufacturing

their alibi (Ch 30).

The attempted framing
of Hawes

A poisoned cachet substituted for one of Hawes's own, plus a planted incriminating letter, intended to stage his

death as a guilty suicide (Ch 30).

LIMITATIONS & COSTS

Within the detective framework, Miss Marple's central self-imposed limitation is the distinction between

belief and proof: "One's own belief, even so strong as to amount to knowledge, is not the same as proof " (Ch

30). She will not advance an accusation without an explanation that fits every fact, and she declines to name

suspects publicly for fear of "criminal libel" (Ch 6). The cost of this restraint is real and stated: her delay in

speaking "may have cost poor Mr. Hawes his life" (Ch 30). Because proof is absent even when the solution is

known, the mechanism's final limitation is that a "trap" must be devised to provoke self-incrimination (Ch 31).

ACCESS & CONDITIONS

Detection in the book is not restricted to officials. The professional investigators (Slack, Melchett) operate with

institutional authority but are repeatedly outpaced. The decisive "access" belongs to Miss Marple, whose

qualification is long observation of village human nature and a geographically privileged vantage (her garden

overlooks the key sites). Amateur detection is also attempted, with varying success, by the Vicar, Lawrence

Redding, Dennis, and Raymond West (Ch 16, 21, 23, 26).

HOW IT EVOLVES IN THE BOOK

The investigation begins with a false, tidy surface (two competing false confessions and a physical timeline that

appears to fit) and is progressively dismantled as each engineered element is exposed. It concludes with Miss

Marple's complete reconstruction (Ch 30) and a deliberately sprung trap (Ch 31–32) that converts a proofless

certainty into a conviction.

INTERNAL CONSISTENCY RULES

The narrative's puzzle depends on rules that remain fixed throughout and must be preserved in any derivative

content: (1) the Vicarage study clock is always kept a quarter of an hour fast (Ch 2, and pivotal to the solution);

(2) the medical time-of-death window is 6:20–6:35, sworn by Haydock, whose testimony is truthful (Ch 18,

30); (3) the actual murder shot (~6:20) was silenced and heard only as a "sneeze," while the several loud "shots"

heard by witnesses (~6:25–6:35) were the single engineered explosion in the wood (Ch 30); (4) Anne carried no

handbag and no weapon when observed, because the pistol was already hidden at the scene (Ch 9, 30); (5)

Redding's public "alibi" up to 6:45 is genuine, the crime was committed earlier and the timeline falsified. These

are deliberate authorial devices, internally consistent, and cross-referenced in the Continuity & Quality

Verification as intended plot mechanics rather than errors.
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8C TERMINOLOGY GLOSSARY

The following is an alphabetical list of the invented, world-specific, organisational, place, and period terms

established in the manuscript. Where two terms refer to a single referent, they are grouped so downstream

users do not treat them as distinct.

THE AVENGER

The self-styled identity given by the anonymous telephone caller who abuses and threatens Mrs. Price Ridley, warning

her that "Scotland Yard are after you for libel" and then laughing before hanging up. First used: Chapter 13.

The Barrow (also "the mound," "those humps of ground"): An archaeological earthwork on the Protheroe property,

being excavated by "Dr. Stone." Referenced as the site of his ostensible work and the search location for the hidden

suitcase. First used: Chapter 2.

THE BLUE BOAR

The village inn at St. Mary Mead. Lodging place of Dr. Stone and Miss Cram; venue of the inquest; noted for its "joint

and two-vegetable type" meals. First used: Chapter 2.

Cachet (also "rice paper capsule," "capsule"): The wafer-sealed medicinal dose form in which Hawes takes his

headache powders; the vehicle for the poison substituted by Redding in the attempted framing. The empty box bears

the chemist's name, Cherubim. First used: Chapter 24.

C.E.M.S. (also "Church of England Men's Society"): The parish men's organisation for which the Vicar prepares an

address. First used: Chapter 1.

CHERUBIM

The name of the local chemist (druggist), and the brand name appearing on the empty cachet box found beside Hawes.

First used: Chapter 18 (as the chemist); Chapter 28 (on the cachet box).

DEFALCATIONS

The term Colonel Protheroe uses when demanding to inspect the church accounts, implying suspected embezzlement

of church funds. First used: Chapter 1.

Encephalitis Lethargica (also "sleepy sickness"): The disease from which Hawes suffered approximately a year

earlier; said to have "a queer moral effect" capable of altering character, and later cited by Haydock as grounds that

Hawes "wasn't responsible for his actions.", First used: Chapter 14.

HATS FOR MATRONS

A style of ribbon-bowed hat sold as a speciality in the adjacent town of Much Benham; worn by Mrs. Price Ridley and

coveted (in jest) by Griselda. First used: Chapter 13.
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LITTLE GATES

Mrs. Lestrange's house, formerly the residence of an Anglo-Indian colonel, now furnished simply and in exquisite

taste. First used: Chapter 3.

MAXIM SILENCER

The firearm suppressor identified by Miss Marple as the reason the murder shot was not heard as a shot (perceived

instead as a "sneeze"). First used: Chapter 30 (referred to more generally as a "silencer" in Chapter 7).

MAUSER PISTOL / MAUSER.25

Lawrence Redding's small-calibre pistol, kept as a souvenir of the war on a shelf in his cottage; the murder weapon. Its

calibre (.25) is identified by Haydock from the recovered bullet. First used: Chapter 4.

MUCH BENHAM

The adjoining town, two miles distant, seat of the police station (Inspector Slack), the coroner (Dr. Roberts), a silver

expert, the hospital, and a bookshop. First used: Chapter 5.

North Lodge (also "North Gate"): The empty lodge at Old Hall from which the fake telephone call to the Vicar was

placed at 5:30. First used: Chapter 17.

Old Hall (also "the Hall"): The Protheroe family residence. First used: Chapter 2.

PICRIC ACID

An explosive substance (also used medicinally in solution for burns) that Miss Marple identifies as the means by

which Redding engineered the "shot in the wood." The narrator finds a brownish crystal of it near the hidden stone.

First used: Chapter 23 (crystal found); identified Chapter 25.

S.A.

Period slang for "sex appeal," used by Dennis and Griselda in discussing the attractiveness of Lettice and Lawrence.

First used: Chapter 20.

ST. MARY MEAD

The rural English village that is the setting of the novel; characterised by intense communal surveillance and gossip.

First used: Chapter 3.

The studio (also "the shed"): The rough, windowless, skylit shed in the Vicarage garden lent to Lawrence Redding as a

painting studio. First used: Chapter 2.

P E R I VA N E

The Murder at the Vicarage Master Book Reference · Perivane v1.99 (c31a052) · rendered v1.99 (da19f63) · 2026-08-01 19:35 UTC 90 / 105



S.P.G.

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, referenced by Griselda in a joke about embezzling missionary funds.

First used: Chapter 1.

TAZZA (CHARLES II TAZZA)

A valuable piece of antique silver from Old Hall, a shallow ornamental cup or dish, recovered from the hidden

suitcase; the narrator notes a tazza sold recently for over a thousand pounds. First used: Chapter 4.

TRENCHER SALTS

Valuable antique silver salt-cellars from Old Hall, part of the collection recovered from the hidden suitcase. First

used: Chapter 4.
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

Who buys this book and why: the audience profile behind the positioning and ad

targeting.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Who your marketing money should reach. Use the persona to choose ad targeting; use the journey

map as a content calendar, since each stage names the question a reader is asking and the content that

answers it.

9A PRIMARY READER PERSONA

DEMOGRAPHICS

The core reader is an adult reader of classic and Golden Age detective fiction, most commonly aged 35 and upward,

skewing female, though with substantial cross-gender appeal. This is an adult novel: the central cast comprises a

married middle-aged clergyman-narrator (Leonard "Len" Clement, married to Griselda, who is "nearly twenty years

younger than myself," Ch 1), a magistrate and churchwarden (Colonel Protheroe), a Chief Constable, a police

inspector, a country doctor, and an elderly spinster sleuth. The subject matter turns on adultery (Anne Protheroe and

Lawrence Redding, Ch 3–4), blackmail theories, embezzlement of church funds (Ch 30), a terminal-illness subplot

(Mrs. Lestrange, Ch 25), attempted framing, and a poisoning by substituted cachet (Ch 29–30). The content level is

restrained by contemporary standards, with violence occurring offstage and romance handled with discretion, but the

institutional roles, the marriage dynamics, and the moral concerns are adult throughout. Readers are typically habitual

book buyers who read across a series, comfortable with an unhurried narrative pace, a large village cast, and period

English idiom. Many come to the book already familiar with the wider tradition of the amateur-detective mystery and

read for the pleasure of the puzzle rather than for action or graphic thrill.

PSYCHOGRAPHICS

This reader values the fair-play puzzle above all: a mystery whose solution is available to the attentive reader through

planted clues (the fast clock, Ch 2; the differently-inked note date, Ch 12; the pistol in the plant pot, Ch 30; the wrong

stone for the rock garden, Ch 30). They take pleasure in social comedy and the close observation of a small

community, and they relish the ironic, self-deprecating narrative voice of a clergyman who is by his own account a

poor reader of the people around him. They are drawn to the figure of the underestimated elderly woman whose

"hobby is, and always has been, Human Nature" (Ch 26) and who consistently proves the professional men wrong.

Thematically, they are engaged by the gap between public respectability and private conduct, by the idea that idle

gossip is "so often true" (Ch 2), and by the moral tension between justice and mercy that runs through the vicar's and

Haydock's exchanges (Ch 4, 14). They seek a specific emotional experience: intellectual satisfaction at the reveal,

gentle amusement at village manners, cosy reassurance in a bounded and orderly world, and the comfort of order

restored. They are not seeking gore, high suspense, or psychological extremity; the appeal is the elegant machinery of

detection wrapped in warm, wry human comedy.

9. Reader Persona & Intent Taxonomy
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ENTRY POINTS

This reader discovers the book primarily through its author and its detective. They search by author name, by the

name of the sleuth, and by the series and setting. They browse the classic-mystery, cosy-mystery, and traditional-

detective shelves in bookshops and online, and they trust recommendations from other readers of vintage crime

fiction, from library staff, from book clubs, and from screen adaptations that send viewers back to the source novels.

They respond to "if you liked" recommendations clustered around Golden Age puzzle mysteries and to curated lists of

village-set and clergyman- or spinster-detective mysteries. Because the protagonist-sleuth is introduced here in a full-

length novel, readers new to her may arrive via "where to start" guidance, while established fans arrive deliberately

seeking her titles. Word of mouth among readers who prize the fair-play tradition, and the reassurance of a well-

known name promising a solvable, self-contained puzzle, are the strongest drivers of discovery.

Note: precise demographic proportions, current readership data, and channel performance require live audience data
the manuscript cannot supply. pending confirmation

9B READER JOURNEY CONTENT MAP

AWARENESS STAGE

(Reader doesn't know the book exists)

Reader question: "What are the best classic English village murder mysteries?" / "What are the best Golden Age

detective novels?" / "Which mysteries feature an elderly amateur woman detective?"

Content type: Genre roundup posts (best cosy/village mysteries, best fair-play puzzle mysteries); thematic list posts

on clergyman-narrator and spinster-sleuth mysteries; comparison pieces positioning the book against canonical

village-set whodunits; "introducing the detective" explainers for readers new to the sleuth.

CONSIDERATION STAGE

(Reader is evaluating whether to buy)

Reader question: "Is The Murder at the Vicarage worth reading?" / "Is this a good place to start with this detective?"

/ "Is it a fair-play mystery I can solve along with the characters?" / "Is there anything graphic or upsetting in it?"

Content type: Review-style content emphasising the puzzle mechanics (the fast clock, the forged note, the two false

confessions); a spoiler-free premise overview drawn from the setup in Ch 1–5 (a universally disliked magistrate

found shot in the vicar's study); a reading-order/where-to-start guide; a gentle content note flagging that violence

occurs offstage and that themes include adultery, blackmail, and a poisoning, all handled with period restraint.

PURCHASE STAGE

(Reader is deciding to buy)

Reader question: "Where can I buy The Murder at the Vicarage?" / "Which edition or format should I get?" / "Is it

available in paperback, ebook, and audiobook?"

Content type: Retailer and format links page reflecting the confirmed distribution channels (Amazon, IngramSpark,

direct, and other outlets); format comparison (ebook, print, audio); edition guidance. Specific live price points,

retailer availability, and any subscription/lending status require live market data. pending confirmation
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POST-READ STAGE

(Reader has finished the book)

Reader question: "The Murder at the Vicarage ending explained" / "Who killed Colonel Protheroe and how?" /

"How did the alibi trick with the clock work?" / "What should I read next by this author or with this detective?"

Content type: Spoiler-full ending analysis explaining the solution (Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe as

accomplices, Ch 30; the pistol hidden in the plant pot; the silenced shot at ~6:20 versus the engineered picric-acid

explosion in the wood; the reset fast clock and forged note; the attempted framing of Hawes via a substituted

cachet, Ch 29–30); a "how the clues worked" fair-play breakdown; read-next recommendations pointing to further

titles featuring the same sleuth and to comparable village-set puzzle mysteries.

ADVOCACY STAGE

(Reader wants to share/discuss)

Reader question: "Book club discussion questions for The Murder at the Vicarage" / "Best quotes from the novel" /

"A good gift for someone who loves classic mysteries?"

Content type: Book-club discussion kit (topics: gossip and truth in a small community; justice versus mercy in the

vicar's and Haydock's views; the underestimated woman as the sharpest mind in the room; public respectability

versus private secrets); shareable quotation graphics drawn from the manuscript ("the young have such innocent

minds"; "my hobby is, and always has been, Human Nature"); gift-guide inclusion for readers of Golden Age and

cosy detective fiction.
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

The book's key entities written for answer engines (AI search and voice assistants), so

the title surfaces when readers ask about its subjects.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Publish these assertions where machines read them: your website's book page, your author bio,

retailer A+ content. Consistent wording across locations is what teaches AI assistants to answer

questions about your book correctly. The mischaracterizations list is what to correct on sight.

10A CORE ENTITIES

This section defines the factual assertions that must appear consistently across all content so that LLMs build

an accurate knowledge graph about this book.

B O O K ENTI TY

Title: The Murder at the Vicarage

Author: Agatha Christie

Publisher: Public Domain

Publication date: LEFT TO THE AUTHOR  (publication status is pre-publication; no release date supplied)

Genre classification: Detective fiction / cozy village murder mystery (from manuscript analysis; a first-person

amateur-detective investigation of a country-house-adjacent murder, Ch 5–32). Will be refined by Section 2

research.

Series membership: This is the first novel to feature Miss Jane Marple as the central detecting intelligence.

Whether it is to be marketed as "Book 1 of the Miss Marple series" is an author decision for series-naming

purposes; the manuscript itself presents a standalone narrative.

AUTHO R  ENTI TY

Name: Agatha Christie

Other works: LEFT TO THE AUTHOR  (not addressed in the manuscript)

Bio summary: LEFT TO THE AUTHOR  (not addressed in the manuscript)

10. AEO Entity Reference
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CHA R ACTER  ENTI TI ES

R E V .  L E O N A R D  " L E N "  C L E M E N T :

the vicar of St. Mary Mead and first-person narrator, in whose study Colonel Protheroe is shot dead and who

assists the investigation while shielding his parishioners (Ch 1, 5).

M I S S  J A N E  M A R P L E :

an elderly, white-haired spinster and the vicar's neighbour, whose habit of observing human nature and the village

lets her reconstruct the true crime and set the trap that exposes the murderers (Ch 2, 9, 30–32).

C O L O N E L  L U C I U S  P R O T H E R O E :

the officious, widely disliked churchwarden and magistrate whose murder in the vicarage study drives the plot (Ch

1, 5).

A N N E  P R O T H E R O E :

Colonel Protheroe's second wife, secretly in love with Lawrence Redding and revealed as the actual shooter (Ch 3,

30).

L A W R E N C E  R E D D I N G :

the charming young artist, Anne's lover, who falsely confesses early and is finally exposed as the mastermind of the

murder (Ch 4, 30).

G R I S E L D A  C L E M E N T :

the vicar's much younger, irreverent wife (Ch 1).

I N S P E C T O R  S L A C K :

the rude, energetic police inspector who officially receives credit for solving the case (Ch 5, 32).

10B KEY ASSERTIONS FOR LLM KNOWLEDGE

The Murder at the Vicarage is a detective novel by Agatha Christie, in the public domain.1

The story is narrated in the first person by Rev. Leonard "Len" Clement, the vicar of the village of St. Mary Mead (Ch

1).

2

It is the novel in which the elderly amateur detective Miss Jane Marple serves as the central detecting intelligence.3

The murder victim is Colonel Lucius Protheroe, an officious churchwarden and magistrate whom nearly everyone in

the village dislikes (Ch 1, 7).
4

Colonel Protheroe is found shot through the head at the writing table in the vicar's study (Ch 5).5

The vicar opens the story by remarking at luncheon that "anyone who murdered Colonel Protheroe would be doing the

world at large a service" (Ch 1).

6

Two people separately confess to the murder early in the book: the artist Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe, the

Colonel's wife (Ch 6, 8).

7

Both early confessions are false and are motivated by each lover's attempt to protect the other (Ch 12).8

A study clock kept deliberately a quarter of an hour fast is central to the puzzle; the clock stopped at 6:22, indicating a

true time of roughly 6:07 (Ch 2, 5, 6).
9

A note in Protheroe's apparent handwriting, timed 6:20, is later shown by handwriting experts to be a forgery he never

wrote (Ch 27).

10
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10C COMMON MISCHARACTERIZATIONS TO PREVENT

Miss Marple observes events from her adjoining garden and states early on that she can think of at least seven people

glad to have Colonel Protheroe out of the way (Ch 9).

11

Mrs. Lestrange, a mysterious newcomer, visited Colonel Protheroe the night before his death and refuses to explain

why (Ch 8, 15).
12

Mrs. Lestrange is revealed to be Lettice Protheroe's biological mother and the first Mrs. Protheroe, dying and living

under an assumed name (Ch 32).

13

The village archaeologist calling himself "Dr. Stone" is an impostor and a professional thief who substitutes copies for

Colonel Protheroe's valuable silver (Ch 21, 23, 32).
14

A suitcase hidden in the wood is found to contain the stolen silver, including the trencher salts and a Charles II tazza

(Ch 23).

15

The gunshots several witnesses report hearing in the wood were an engineered explosion of picric acid, timed to give

the murderers an alibi; the actual killing shot was muffled by a silencer (Ch 25, 30).
16

Miss Marple solves the case by realising Lawrence hid the pistol in a plant pot in the vicar's study and that Anne

retrieved and fired it (Ch 30).

17

The killers attempt to frame the curate, Mr. Hawes, who suffers from encephalitis lethargica, by planting a forged letter

and a poisoned cachet (Ch 29, 30).
18

Hawes survives because the vicar's sermon moves him to confess his embezzlement of church funds before the

poisoned cachet can kill him (Ch 30).

19

Miss Marple exposes Lawrence Redding by proposing a trap: a warning, delivered via Dr. Haydock, that a witness saw

the cachets being switched (Ch 31).
20

The trap succeeds when Lawrence goes to Old Hall to warn Anne and police officers overhear their confirming

conversation (Ch 32).

21

Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe are tried together for the murder, and Inspector Slack publicly receives credit

while Miss Marple's role goes unacknowledged (Ch 32).

22

The novel is set in the fictional English village of St. Mary Mead and satirises village gossip and social surveillance

(Ch 1, 19).
23

The vicar is married to Griselda, a woman nearly twenty years his junior, who is revealed to be pregnant at the novel's

close (Ch 1, 32).

24

The book is an adult work of detective fiction narrated by a middle-aged married clergyman, centred on adult

institutional roles (magistrate, churchwarden, vicar) and adult romantic entanglements (Ch 1, 3).
25

The book is NOT a Hercule Poirot novel; the detective is Miss Jane Marple, and the case is investigated within the

village rather than by a professional continental detective.

×

Miss Marple is NOT the narrator; the story is told in the first person by the vicar, Leonard Clement, and Miss

Marple appears as his neighbour and the true solver.

×

The murderer is NOT Lawrence Redding acting alone, nor Anne Protheroe acting alone; they are co-conspirators,

with Anne firing the shot and Lawrence engineering the plan (Ch 30).

×
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The early confessions by Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe are NOT genuine admissions of independent guilt;

each is a false confession made to shield the other lover (Ch 12).

×

The clock stopped at 6:22 does NOT give the true time of death; the vicarage clock was kept a quarter of an hour

fast and was further tampered with by the murderer (Ch 2, 5, 30).

×

Mrs. Lestrange is NOT the murderer, despite Inspector Slack's blackmail theory; she is Lettice's dying mother, the

first Mrs. Protheroe (Ch 17, 32).

×

"Dr. Stone" is NOT a genuine archaeologist; he is an impostor and thief, and his silver theft is a separate subplot with

no direct hand in the murder (Ch 21, 23).

×

Mr. Hawes the curate is NOT the murderer; he is an intended scapegoat framed with a forged letter and a poisoned

cachet, and his actual wrongdoing is embezzlement of church funds, not murder (Ch 29, 30).

×

Colonel Protheroe is NOT a sympathetic or well-loved victim; the manuscript establishes him as widely disliked,

officious, and harsh (Ch 1, 7).

×

The book is NOT a young adult or teen mystery; it is an adult detective novel with a middle-aged clergyman

narrator, adult institutional roles, and adult romantic plots (Ch 1, 3).

×

"Gladys Cram" (Dr. Stone's secretary) and "Gladdie" (the Old Hall kitchenmaid who overhears the quarrel) are NOT

the same character despite sharing a forename (Ch 19).

×

Inspector Slack does NOT actually solve the case; he receives official credit, but the solution and the trap are Miss

Marple's (Ch 31, 32).

×
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M A S T E R  B O O K  R E F E R E N C E

Series potential, sequel hooks, and adaptation / rights notes for planning what comes

next.

H O W  T O  U S E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Your reference for opportunity conversations. Sequel vectors show what a continuation could build

on; the pitch lines and adaptation notes are ready to paste into a reply when a rights inquiry arrives.

Nothing here commits you to anything.

11A SEQUEL VECTORS

UNRESOLVED PLOT THREADS

Mrs. Lestrange's
terminal illness and
departure abroad with
Lettice.

Mrs. Lestrange (Estelle, the first Mrs. Protheroe) is dying, given a month at longest by Dr. Haydock (Ch 25). At

the close she and Lettice plan to go abroad together "till the end" (Ch 32). Her death, the mother-daughter

reconciliation, and its aftermath for Lettice remain open beyond the book.

The trial of Lawrence
Redding and Anne
Protheroe.

Named as "a matter of public knowledge" but deliberately not dramatized (Ch 32). The proceedings, verdict, and

sentencing are left offstage and unresolved in narrative terms.

Hawes's survival and
recovery.

Hawes is taken to hospital at Much Benham after the poisoned-cachet overdose; his recovery is hoped for but

not confirmed ("For I hope and trust it is saved," Ch 31–32). His embezzlement of church funds (Ch 30) also

remains an unresolved parish matter, its consequences for him unstated.

"Dr. Stone" the
cracksman at large.

The impostor archaeologist is revealed as "a well-known cracksman with several different aliases" (Ch 32) but is

not apprehended within the book. He fled to London with the substituted-silver scheme exposed (Ch 23) but the

theft ring and his capture are open.

Gladys Cram's future.
Cleared of complicity (Ch 32), she is described per village report as "looking out for a more genuine article in

the line of an elderly bachelor requiring a secretary", an unresolved, comically open trajectory.

The Clements' coming
child.

Griselda's pregnancy is revealed at the close (Ch 32); the birth and its effect on the household lie beyond the

book.

11. Series & Rights Development
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Fate of Old Hall and the
Protheroe estate.

Under Protheroe's will Old Hall passes to Anne, with Lettice to receive furniture and a sum for a small house

(Ch 22). Anne's conviction throws the disposition of the estate into an unresolved state the book does not settle.

CHARACTER ARCS CONTINUING

Miss Marple.
Her arc as village observer and amateur detective is fully self-contained here but explicitly open-ended: she

frames detection as a lifelong "hobby" of studying Human Nature (Ch 26) and wonders whether "a really big

mystery" would yield to the same method, an appetite for further cases the book does not exhaust. Her

relationship with her nephew Raymond West (Ch 21, 31) and her standing in St. Mary Mead carry forward

naturally.

Leonard and Griselda
Clement.

Their marriage arc resolves warmly, but the pregnancy opens a new domestic chapter (Ch 32). Griselda's

confessed prior attachment to Lawrence Redding (Ch 24) is emotionally closed but characterologically live.

Dr. Haydock.
His philosophy of crime-as-disease (Ch 14) and his protective loyalty to Mrs. Lestrange (Ch 25, 32) remain

unresolved as a worldview; his moral position is left in tension rather than settled.

Lettice Protheroe.
Departs the frame mid-transformation, leaving with a mother she has only just acknowledged, "morally colour

blind" by the narrator's judgment (Ch 32), her adult life abroad entirely open.

Inspector Slack.
Receives official credit (Ch 32) while Miss Marple's role goes unacknowledged, seeding an ongoing dynamic of

misplaced professional glory against unrecognized amateur insight.

WORLD EXPANSION OPPORTUNITIES

St. Mary Mead as a
recurring stage.

The village is established as a self-renewing engine of observation and gossip (Ch 4, 19), populated by a durable

ensemble of spinsters and gossips (Miss Marple, Miss Hartnell, Miss Wetherby, Mrs. Price Ridley) who could

anchor further village-set mysteries.

Much Benham and the
wider county.

The adjacent town (coroner, hospital, silver expert, matron's hats) and Colonel Melchett's county jurisdiction

(Ch 12, "we'll get to the bottom of this here in Downshire") sketch a regional canvas beyond the single village.

Miss Marple's back-
catalogue of solved
village puzzles.

She repeatedly references earlier cases (the gill of picked shrimps, Miss Hartnell's opal pin, the churchwarden

with a second establishment, the organist and the Choir Boys' Outing money, Ch 11, 26). These allusions imply

an unwritten body of prior cases that could be developed.
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The Westmorland
backstory.

Haydock knew Protheroe "nearly twenty years ago" in Westmorland (Ch 25); the earlier lives of Haydock,

Protheroe, and Estelle Lestrange form an untold regional prehistory.

THEMATIC QUESTIONS UNANSWERED

Whether crime is moral failing or medical condition, Haydock's "glandular" thesis (Ch 14) is raised and never

resolved against the narrator's clerical framework of sin and mercy.

Whether justice or mercy should govern human judgment, the narrator's meditation to Protheroe on preferring

mercy to justice (Ch 4) is left as an open ethical tension the murder never settles.

Whether "the obvious" or "the unlikely" is true in real life, Miss Marple's claim that the obvious is usually true (Ch

30) inverts the genre and is offered as a live proposition rather than a closed argument.

The reliability of intuition versus proof, Miss Marple withholds her solution until she has "an explanation that will

fit all the facts" (Ch 26, 30), leaving the relationship between certainty and evidence as a standing theme.

left to the author, whether the author intends any of these vectors to seed a specific sequel. The manuscript

establishes a self-contained novel; series continuation intent is not stated within it.

11B ADAPTATION POTENTIAL

VISUAL SET PIECES

The discovery of the
body.

The narrator opens the study door into blinding evening sunshine to find Colonel Protheroe sprawled across

the writing table, blood dripping "with a horrible drip, drip, drip" onto the floor (Ch 5). A strong, cinematic

reveal built on light, stillness, and sound.

The luncheon-table
opening.

The Vicarage lunch of tough boiled beef, moist dumplings and half-cooked rice pudding, with Griselda, Dennis

and Mary's truculent service, and the narrator's fateful joke that anyone who murdered Protheroe "would be

doing the world at large a service" (Ch 1). An ensemble comic scene that plants the central irony.

The studio kiss.
The narrator opens the studio door to find Lawrence Redding and Anne Protheroe locked in a passionate

embrace (Ch 3), a silent, framed revelation.

Lawrence at the gate.
The narrator meets Redding leaving the Vicarage, deathly white, shaking, laughing wildly: "Protheroe? You're

going to see Protheroe? Oh! my God, yes!" (Ch 5). High-tension exterior beat.

The revivalist sermon.
The vicar, seized by "a sudden madness," delivers a ranting evangelical sermon to a packed, emotionally charged

church, closing on "This night thy soul shall be required of thee" (Ch 26). A visually and aurally arresting

crowd scene.
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The overdose
discovery.

Hawes found unconscious in a long chair, empty cachet box beside him, the crumpled forged letter on the floor

(Ch 28–29), leading to Haydock's race to the hospital.

Miss Marple's garden
surveillance.

The old lady bent over dandelions with bird-glasses, seeing everyone pass along the lane while remaining

unseen (Ch 9, 16), a defining visual of her method.

The suitcase in the
wood.

The narrator forcing through undergrowth to a small clearing and extracting the hidden brown suitcase, later

opened to reveal the stolen Charles II tazza and trencher salts wrapped in newspaper (Ch 23).

The drawing-room
solution.

Miss Marple's parlour lecture reconstructing the crime, with Melchett moving from "Mad, quite mad" to

reluctant belief (Ch 30), the classic set-piece climax.

CASTING-READY CHARACTERS

Miss Jane Marple
a white-haired old lady of gentle, appealing manner, described as "much the more dangerous" of two spinsters,

who sees everything and thinks the worst of everyone (Ch 2). Highly distinctive and castable.

Rev. Leonard "Len"
Clement

the middle-aged, self-deprecating, dry-witted vicar-narrator married to a far younger wife (Ch 1). A warm,

ironic lead voice.

Griselda Clement
"nearly twenty years younger" than her husband, "most distractingly pretty and quite incapable of taking

anything seriously," irreverent and mischievous (Ch 1).

Colonel Protheroe
pompous, loud, slightly deaf, self-righteous magistrate, universally disliked (Ch 4); a vivid short-lived victim

role.

Inspector Slack
dark, restless, black eyes "that snapped ceaselessly," rude and overbearing, a man "determined to contradict his

name" (Ch 5). Strong comic-antagonist casting.

Mrs. Lestrange
very tall, gold-red hair, dark brows, Sphinxlike face, "the most curious eyes… almost golden," an air of mystery

and menace (Ch 3). A striking featured role.

Lettice Protheroe
tall, fair, vague, drifting, "wraithlike," with a concealed vindictive sharpness (Ch 2, 6). Distinctive.
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Lawrence Redding
about thirty, dark hair, "brilliant, almost startling blue" Irish eyes, charming, good at everything (Ch 4).

Gladys Cram
a healthy young woman of twenty-five, high colour, "fine animal spirits and a mouth that always seems to have

more than its full share of teeth," loud and cheerful (Ch 2, 10).

Dr. Haydock
"a big, fine, strapping man with an honest, rugged face" (Ch 5), morally complex.

The village chorus
Miss Hartnell (weather-beaten, jolly, "much dreaded by the poor"), Miss Wetherby ("a mixture of vinegar and

gush"), Mrs. Price Ridley (severe, matron-hatted), a ready-made comic ensemble (Ch 2, 13).

EPISODE/SEASON STRUCTURE

The novel's built-in day structure supplies natural episode breaks: Wednesday setup (luncheon, tea, the studio

discovery); Thursday, the murder and its evening aftermath; Friday, the twin confessions and the unravelling of the

clock and note; Saturday, the inquest and the impostor reveal; Sunday, the sermon, the overdose, and the drawing-

room solution and trap. This maps cleanly onto a compact limited-series arc of roughly four to six parts, each closing

on a revelation (the second confession; the forged note; the hidden suitcase; the impostor "Stone"; Miss Marple's

naming of Redding). The dual-confession structure and the deferred reveal of Mrs. Lestrange's identity provide mid-

run cliffhangers.

MEDIUM BEST SUITED

A limited television series is the strongest fit: the material is dialogue-driven, ensemble-based, single-location village

comedy-of-manners wrapped around a fair-play puzzle, with an episodic day-by-day cadence already embedded in

the text. The first-person clerical narration also lends itself to voiceover. A single feature film is viable given the tight

timeframe and contained cast, though it would compress the village chorus. Audio drama suits the material well too,

given the density of distinctive voices and the plot's reliance on overheard conversations, telephone calls, disguised

voices, and mistaken sounds (the "shot," the "sneeze," the fake calls). PENDING CONFIRMATION , comparative

performance of adaptations in this category cannot be assessed from the manuscript alone.

11C RIGHTS POSITIONING NOTES

ONE-SENTENCE PITCH FOR RIGHTS MEETINGS

When a universally loathed magistrate is shot dead in the vicar's study and two lovers each confess to save the other,

only a mild, white-haired spinster who studies human nature like a naturalist can read the tampered clock, the forged

note, and the too-perfect alibis to name the real killer. (Derived from Ch 5–12, 30.)

FOREIGN MARKET APPEAL
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The novel's core engines translate broadly. Its universal themes, jealousy, illicit love, the gap between a person's public

respectability and private life, the tension between justice and mercy, and the corrosive but often accurate power of

small-community gossip, carry across cultures without adaptation (Ch 4, 14, 16, 19). The fair-play puzzle structure (a

tampered clock kept deliberately fast, a forged note, a silenced shot masked by a staged explosion, twin false

confessions) is language-independent and rewards attentive readers of any market (Ch 5, 26, 30).

Culturally specific elements that may need contextual framing for some markets include: the Church of England

parish machinery (vicar, curate, churchwarden, offertory, C.E.M.S. the High Church/Low Church friction over

Hawes's "Romish tendencies"), the English village class structure and its domestic-servant world, the magistrate's

bench and poaching offences, and period Englishisms (matron's hats, the Blue Boar, cheap Thursday train). These are

atmospheric assets as often as obstacles, since the English village-mystery milieu is itself a recognized and marketable

export flavour. PENDING CONFIRMATION , specific territory-by-territory demand and current translation/in-print status

cannot be determined from the manuscript.

AUDIENCE CROSSOVER POTENTIAL

Cozy / village mystery
readers

the natural core: contained setting, amateur sleuth, low on-page violence, comedy of manners.

Classic and Golden Age
detection enthusiasts

the fair-play clue structure (clock, note, alibis) appeals to puzzle-focused readers beyond the cozy audience.

Literary and comic-
fiction readers

the wry first-person clerical narration and the satirical portrait of village society give the book reach beyond

genre, toward readers of English social comedy.

Drama / character-
fiction audiences

the romance, the dying-mother reveal, and the marriage of Len and Griselda give emotional throughlines that

extend appeal to readers who do not primarily read mysteries.

Adaptation-driven
audiences

strong screen and audio-drama potential (see 11B) supports crossover from viewers/listeners back to the book.

The confirmed adult positioning is supported throughout by the adult institutional and domestic world of the

manuscript: a married middle-aged clergyman-narrator, adult romantic and adulterous relationships, a magistrate,

police procedure, and village social politics (Ch 1–5). Cross-audience mispositioning toward a younger band should

be avoided; the book's appeal is adult across all the crossover segments named.
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Copy-ready strings
Plain text for pasting into KDP and IngramSpark without the styled tables.

BISAC SUBJECT CODES

FIC022030  FICTION / Mystery & Detective / Traditional
FIC022100  FICTION / Mystery & Detective / Amateur Sleuth
FIC022040  FICTION / Mystery & Detective / Women Sleuths

FIC022070  FICTION / Mystery & Detective / Cozy / General
FIC004000  FICTION / Classics

THEMA SUBJECT CODES

FFC  Classic crime and mystery fiction

FFS  Crime and mystery: women sleuths / detectives
FFJ  Crime and mystery: cosy mystery
FFH  Historical crime and mysteries

AMAZON BROWSE CATEGORIES

Kindle

Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Traditional Detectives
Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Cozy
Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Women Sleuths
Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Amateur Sleuth
Kindle Store > Kindle eBooks > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Historical

Print

Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Traditional Detectives
Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Cozy
Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Women Sleuths
Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Amateur Sleuths

Books > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > International Mystery & Crime

Audible

Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Traditional Detectives
Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Cozy

Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Women Sleuths
Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Amateur Sleuths
Audible > Mystery, Thriller & Suspense > Mystery > Historical

AMAZON BACKEND KEYWORD BOXES (KDP)

Box 1: spinster detective village whodunit clues
Box 2: clergyman narrator parish country crime
Box 3: golden age cozy english mystery
Box 4: classic fair play puzzle solving
Box 5: 1920s british small town gossip
Box 6: amateur sleuth women investigator
Box 7: quaint rural manor house intrigue

INGRAMSPARK KEYWORDS (ONE SEMICOLON FIELD)

st mary mead; english village life; interwar england; vicar narrator sleuth; false confession plot; tampered clock 
alibi; country house murder; gossip and secrets; elderly woman detective; fair play whodunit; rural parish 
setting; secret lovers conspiracy
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